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Statutory Duty

• Assist law enforcement agencies investigating 
allegations of cruelty and neglect of animals

• Upon request by official law enforcement or animal 
control agency

• Will accompany a LE or ACO to property
• Will provide veterinary opinion on the animals and 

circumstances prior to submission to prosecutor
• Will testify at trial if needed

IC 15-17-3-13(30)
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• (e) Whenever charges are filed under this chapter, 
the court shall appoint the state veterinarian or 
designee to:

• (1) investigate the condition of the animal and the 
circumstances relating to the animal's condition;

• and (2) make a recommendation to the court under 
subsection (f) regarding the confiscation of the animal.

IC 35-46-3-6 (in relevant part)

• (f) The state veterinarian or the state veterinarian's 
designee who is appointed under subsection (e) 
shall do the following:

• (1) Make a recommendation concerning whether 
confiscation is necessary to protect the safety and well-
being of the animal.

• (2) If confiscation is recommended, recommend a 
manner for handling the confiscation and disposition of 
the animal that is in the best interests of the animal. The 
state veterinarian or the designee who submits a 
recommendation under this subsection shall articulate 
to the court the reasons supporting the 
recommendation. 

IC 35-46-3-6, cont.
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Indiana State Board of Animal Health

When Can BOAH Investigate

Livestock/Poultry 
• BOAH can be “first on 

scene” but we still prefer 
local authorities take the 
lead (they have more 
“enforcement authority”)

Domestic Animals
• BOAH cannot be “first on 

scene” and can only assist 
or investigate if invited by 
local animal control or law 
enforcement

Forwarding a Complaint
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Indiana State Board of Animal Health

Online Complaint Form

On- & Off- Site Assessments
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• BOAH Veterinarians can help with observations 
related to cleanliness, ammonia levels, and living 
conditions of the animals

• First-hand observations can bolster the welfare 
report completed

• The statutory definition of “neglect” can be used in 
correlation with restraining the animal in a 
hazardous environment

Environment

• BOAH Veterinarians are not doing diagnostic-type 
evaluations

• BOAH Veterinarians are assessing “big picture” 
conditions and concerns:

• Body condition scoring
• Obvious wounds, anomalies, or deformities
• Discharge, debris, or otherwise
• Teeth, nail/claw, skin condition

Animal Evaluations
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Welfare Case Reports
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Indiana State Board of Animal Health
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Indiana State Board of Animal Health
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Sample Case Report 
(handout in your folder)

Court Testimony

19

20



1/19/2023

11

Additional Services

• Consult on a case in which an ACO/LEO has 
questions about a species or a particular situation

• Connecting an ACO/LEO with someone in their area 
with expertise in a particular subject/species

• Answering general veterinary related questions
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What BOAH Does Not Do

• BOAH does not have legal authority to enforce 
state criminal code.

• BOAH does have minimal authority under state 
administrative code (fees/fines/sanctions).

• BOAH will only assist local authorities with welfare
related investigations. Nuisance (running at large, 
barking, animal waste, etc..) or civil (ownership
disputes, boarding disputes, etc..) complaints must 
be handled by local authorities.

Animal Control
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• BOAH does not perform diagnostic work to 
determine the ailment or condition affecting an 
animal.

• Similarly, BOAH does not provide first-aid or other
treatments to animals.

• BOAH does not vaccinate, microchip, perform 
surgery, or otherwise alter an animal.

Diagnose and Treat

QuestionsQuestions

DiscussionDiscussion
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