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INTRODUCTION

In July 2005, Indiana’s Office of the Governor
received a grant from the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services’ Center for Substance Abuse
Prevention (CSAP) as part of CSAP’s Strategic
Prevention Framework State Incentive Grant (SPF SIG)
Program. The SPF SIG grant program represents a
continuation of ongoing CSAP initiatives to encourage
states to engage in data-based decision-making in the
area of substance abuse prevention planning and grant
making.

The SPF SIG grant was made on the heels of an
earlier CSAP State Incentive Grant (SIG) which helped
to lay much of the groundwork for this new initiative. A
great deal of work was completed under the first SIG to
assess substance abuse prevention services and develop
a strategic framework to guide policymaking in this area
for the 21st century. The final report summarizing the
outcomes of this work, entitled Imagine Indiana Together:
The Framework to Advance the Indiana Substance Abuse
Prevention System, was prepared by the Governor’s
Advisory Panel within the Division of Mental Health and
Addiction (DMHA), Indiana Family and Social Services
Administration. It is available from the DMHA and the
Indiana Prevention Resource Center at Indiana University
Bloomington (www.prevention.indiana.edu/imagine).

For the first SIG, CSAP required that the Governor
form a state advisory council to oversee all of the
activities related to the grant. In late 2005, Governor
Mitch Daniels appointed Sheriff Mark Frisbie to serve as
chair of the Governor’s Advisory Council (GAC) for the
SPF SIG. A new federal requirement of the SPF SIG
initiative, however, was that the state establish a State
Epidemiology and Outcomes Workgroup (SEOW)
to collate and analyze available epidemiological data
and report findings to the GAC to facilitate data-based
decision-making regarding substance abuse prevention
programming across the state. This report represents
the second official SEOW report completed under this
initiative and summarizes both the methodology used
and the key findings.

Since its first meeting in April 2006, the SEOW
has met regularly to review data and examine critical
substance use and abuse trends across Indiana. The
first state epidemiological profile, published in October

2006, was used by the GAC to develop the strategic plan
required under the SPF SIG program. This plan identified
specific counties in Indiana that faced significant
challenges with regard to substance use and abuse.

The GAC further recommended targeting the available
SPF SIG funding on those communities with the greatest
need. Twelve communities were funded to initiate the
SPF planning process at the local level. Each of these
communities has been or is in the process of establishing
a Local Epidemiology and Outcomes Workgroup (LEOW)
which will parallel, at the local level, the work done by the
SEOW.

We have been delighted with the positive comments
and helpful suggestions we received regarding our first
report. In addition to updating our analyses, this second
edition incorporates new features that attempt to respond
to the feedback we received, including a summary chapter
(Chapter 1: Data Highlights) that provides highlights of our
findings, more detailed rankings of the 92 counties across
the substances examined, and more detailed tables to
enhance the value of the report as a reference tool for
state and local community leaders and policymakers.
(Both this report and the 2006 report are available
on-line via the Center for Health Policy Web site at http://
www.healthpolicy.iupui.edu/.) We will continue to expand
the scope of our analysis over the next few years and
incorporate additional data sources in an effort to more
fully understand the consequences and consumption
patterns of alcohol, tobacco, and illicit drugs in Indiana. As
always, we welcome your feedback on our report.

Questions or comments about this report should be
directed to:

Eric R. Wright, PhD

Chair, Indiana State Epidemiology and Outcomes
Workgroup (SEOW)

Professor and Director

Center for Health Policy

Indiana University School of Public and
Environmental Affairs

Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis

334 N. Senate Ave., Suite 300
Indianapolis, IN 46204-1708

Phone: (317) 261-3031
FAX: (317) 261-3050
E-mail: ewright@iupui.edu
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