Program Match

Helpful Hints

Match Requirement

· Funds allocated for use as match must be used to support a Federally-funded project and must be in addition to, and therefore supplement, funds that would otherwise be made available for the stated program purpose.  

· Match is restricted to the same use of funds as allowed for the use Federal funds.

Types of Match

· Cash Match (hard) includes cash spent for project-related costs.  Allowable cash match must include those costs which are allowable with Federal funds.
· In-kind Match (soft) includes, but is not limited to, the valuation of in-kind services. “In-kind” is the value of something received or provided that does not have a cost associated with it.  For example, if in-kind match is permitted by law (other than cash payments), then the value of donated services could be used to comply with the match requirement.  Also third party in-kind contributions may count toward satisfying match requirements provided the grantee receiving the contributions expend them as allowable costs. 
Timing of Match Contributions

· Matching contributions need not be applied at the exact time or in proportion to the obligation of the Federal funds.  However, the full matching share must be obligated by the end of the period for which the Federal funds have been made available for obligation under an approved program or project.  
Records for Match
· Subrecipients must maintain records that clearly show the source, the amount, and the period during which the match was allocated.  
· The basis for determining the value of personal services, materials, equipment, and space must be documented.
· Volunteer services must be documented, and to the extent feasible, supported by the same methods used by the subrecipient for its own paid employees.
VOCA  Match Requirements

· The purpose of matching contributions is to increase the amount of resources available to the projects supported by grant funds.
· Matching contributions of 20% (cash or in-kind) of the total cost of each VOCA project are required for each VOCA-funded project and must be derived from non-federal sources.
· All funds designated as match are restricted to the same uses as the VOCA victim assistance funds and must be expended within the grant period.  
· Match must be provided on a project-by-project basis. Any deviation from this policy must be approved by ICJI.
VOCA Match Examples
· Donations of expendable equipment
· Office supplies
· Workshop or classroom materials
· Work Space
· Monetary value of time contributed by professionals and technical personnel and other skilled or unskilled labor, if the services they provide are an integral and necessary part of the funded project (Value placed on donated services must be consistent with the rate of compensation paid for similar work in the subrecipient’s organization. If the required skills are not found in the subrecipient’s organization, the rate of compensation must be consistent with the labor market)
· Fringe benefits
· Value placed on loaned or donated equipment (this may not exceed fair market value)
· Emergency food, clothing and transportation and shelter costs provided to victims
· Costs incurred by an agency for transporting a victim to court or child care so a victim can attend court
· Providing service that offers immediate measures of safety to crime victims such as the cost of boarding up broken windows or replacing locks
· The reasonable value of other donated tangible goods may be used as match.  For example, a program may receive donations of used clothing, the reasonable value of which may be used.  A funded shelter may also solicit donations both from individuals and from companies such as supermarkets: food, shampoo, and toothpaste for use by victims; toys and other supplies such as diapers or formula for victims’ children; and supplies for the program itself such as furniture or computers.

STOP Match Requirement

· Matching contributions of 25% (cash or in-kind) of the total cost of each STOP project are required for each STOP-funded project and must be derived from non-federal sources.
· Funds or in-kind resources used as match must be directly related to the project goals and objectives
· Subgrantees must maintain records which clearly show the source, the amount, and the timing of all matching contributions.
· Sources of match are restricted to the same uses allowed under the VOCA Program and must be documented in the same manner as VOCA Program funds, including financial and programmatic reports
STOP Match Examples

· Personnel who are working on a STOP funded project, but who are not paid by federal funds

· Allowable training expenses that are needed in addition to the training materials that are funded by the STOP Federal funds

· Technical assistance for issues related to the STOP program

· Equipment costs to enhance the apprehension, prosecution, and adjudication of persons committing violent crimes against women

· Equipment costs that are  provided to improve services to victims
Subgrantees are advised that further guidance on the calculation, documentation and auditing of the match requirement can be found in the OJP Financial Guide and on the OVW web site. Copies of the Guide are available from the Department of Justice Response Center at 1-800-421-6770 or on-line at http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/FinGuide/.

