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Date:

July 1, 2009
To:

Allen County Tax Units

From:

Lisa Blosser, Allen County Auditor
Re:

New Dates for County Council’s Review of Budgets

Cc:

Allen County Council

The State’s budget bill passed the House and the Senate yesterday and is awaiting the Governor’s signature.  Effective July 1, 2009, HB 1001 (2009) moves the deadline for budget advertisement to September 2nd and 9th (rather than August 2nd and 9th). The bill also changes the deadline to adopt the unit budget to November 1st (rather than September 30th).  I have included the DLGF Flowchart for City, Town, and Township Budgets.  Please note the first step listed in the flowchart is to determine the date the budgets will be reviewed by the County.  I have incorporated the new dates into the information request below.
· Civil tax units must submit their proposed tax rate, proposed tax levy, and a copy of their budget for the upcoming budget year.

· As civil tax units are required to advertise their 2010 budgets and tax levies by September 2, 2009, I am asking you to forward your proposed tax levies and budgets to me by September 2, 2009 as well.
· County Council is planning to review all tax units 2010 budgets and tax levies on September 9, 2009 in the Commissioner’s Courtroom located on the second floor of the City-County Building.  By reviewing all tax units budgets at the same time, County Council and the tax units will have a better idea of what the total impact of overlapping tax levies will have on tax bills and collections for 2010.
· County Council must review and issue recommendations that include:

· Comparisons to statewide and county six (6) year average increase in non-farm personal income (3.8% for 2010); and

· Comparisons to increases in budgets/tax levies of other units within the County.

The County Council’s recommendation should be taken into consideration when adopting the final tax unit budget and levies.  At this time, all budgets must be adopted by November 1, 2009.
**Important** - Plan to adopt/approve your final budget no earlier than September 16, 2009.  This will allow County Council time to issue their recommendation on your unit budget before the budget is final.
In order to complete this additional level of review, the Council is requesting the tax unit respond to the following questions when submitting your proposed tax rate, proposed tax levy, and a copy of your budget for the upcoming budget year.    
1. Do you anticipate your 2010 total property tax levy to be more than 3.8% above your 2009 total property tax levy? If so, please provide a detailed explanation. (Do not include Circuit Breaker losses when responding to this question).  If you are filing an excess levy appeal, please provide a copy with your response.
2. What capital projects do you plan to undertake over the next three years that will require additional property tax dollars - either from debt service or increased capital fund tax rates? If applicable, indicate if you are seeking a referendum to fund any of the capital projects.
3. Has your unit experienced unique financial issues, positive or negative, that may potentially affect your future property tax levy?
If you have questions please contact the Auditor’s office at 449-7233.  Please submit your responses by September 2, 2009 to Lisa Blosser, Allen County Auditor, 1 E. Main St., Rm 102, Fort Wayne, IN 46802. You may also submit the response by email at lisa.blosser@allencounty.us
Important Reminders

· Please give a copy of this memo to the fiscal body (Council or Board) responsible for adopting your tax unit’s budget and tax levies.

· The Allen County Fiscal Summit will be held on Tuesday July 21, 2009 from 10am to Noon.  The Summit will be held in the Omni room located on the second floor of the City- County Building.  Representatives from the Department of Local Government Finance and Umbaugh will be presenting information on how the new Circuit Breaker Tax Credits affect all tax units within the County.  For those who have not responded, please RSVP to Becky Butler at 449-7233 or becky.butler@allencounty.us
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