Summary

Education-Communications Committee

Courthouse Preservation Advisory Commission

6/22/2010

Attendees:  Julie Berry, Jefferson County Commissioner; Judge Steve Cox, Franklin County Circuit Court; Jim Glass, Director, Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology (DHPA) ex officio; Frank Hurdis, Assistant Director for Preservation Services, DHPA; and Shae Kmicikewycz, Director, Indiana Main Street program.

Judge Cox chaired the meeting in the absence of chairperson, Diana Hawes.

Commission presentations in 2010
Jim Glass reviewed the list of presentations made and to be made by Commission members in 2010 which was summarized in agenda Attachment A.  It was noted that Stephanie Yager, Executive Director, Indiana Association of County Commissioners, presented at the northeast and northwest district meetings of the Association of County Commissioners on June 8th and June 9th respectively.  Kathy Beumer, Randolph County Commissioner, presented at the east central and west central district meetings on June 15 and June 16.  Julie Berry will present at the southeast and southwest district meetings on June 29 and June 30th.

Judge Cox noted that there is some question whether or not the Indiana State Bar Association annual conference for small law firms will take place in the fall of 2010 as indicated on Attachment A.
In addition to Chief Justice Shepard, Judge Cox, Julie Berry, and Jefferson County Judge Ted Todd, Kathy Beumer will present at the Indiana Judicial Conference on September 22, 2010.

Shae Kmicikewycz stated that the 2010 Indiana Main Street Conference will be held on November 5-6 at the Wyndham Hotel (formerly Adam’s Mark Hotel).  The Commission presentation is scheduled to occur on November 5th.  She asked who from the Commission would be present.  Jim Glass told her to put his name down.  Judge Cox suggested that one or more Main Street managers with experience putting on festivals in courthouse squares could speak on the benefits of historic courthouses and their settings helping to attract people.
Surveys of Courthouses
It was noted that Dave Duvall, who is the point of contact to receive all courthouse surveys, had received approximately 23 responses to the County Commissioner 2-part survey.  Jim Glass noted that, according to Jim Walker, State Courts Administration, 56 judges representing 81 counties have responded to the county judge survey. Glass will contact Jim Walker to ask about whether additional judges have responded to the survey sent county judges. He noted that according to Wayne Goodman, the Indiana Landmarks staff members have substantially completed their site visits.  At the Technical Assistance Committee meeting, Goodman stated that Indiana Landmarks offices will contact courthouses in their respective regions that have not returned the county commissioner surveys to encourage them to do so.  Glass noted that there had been discussion at the Technical Assistance Committee about the possibility of the Commission’s county commissioner members making some calls to commissioners who don’t respond to Landmarks’ contacts.    Berry indicated that she would be willing to help if needed.  Berry noted that she, Beumer, and Woodward had been distributing blank survey forms to commissioners at the district meetings, and she had been stressing that if a county doesn’t fill out the survey, they may miss out on some of the benefits of the Commission’s work.
Brochure/Banner
Stephanie Yager has a supply of the new Courthouse Commission insert for the Indiana Landmarks brochures which she received from Anne Bell.  It was noted that the banner stand was finished and would soon be available for use at courthouse presentations. Shae Kmicikewycz volunteered to check with Bell on the location of the inserts and will help get them to the district meetings Berry is attending. [Subsequently Anne Bell reported that the banner stand was completed, and Julie Berry made arrangements to pick it up for the district meetings she attended].
Judge Cox suggested that Anne Bell let members know at the Commission meeting on July 7 how to get a supply of brochures and inserts.   Possibly some could be left at Indiana Landmarks, others at the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology, and the remainder at the Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs.

Request for Proposals
A draft of the revised Request for Proposal document prepared by Jim Glass was discussed by the committee, and the committee endorsed the revised draft sent to committee members for the June 22 meeting.  It was agreed that the committee would recommend that the entire Commission adopt the document at its meeting on July 7th.

The committee discussed whether or not a separate, new committee to deal with hiring and working with the consultant that will prepare the report to the General Assembly should be created.  The consensus was that a separate committee composed of members of the Technical Assistance Committee and the Education-Communications Committee would be helpful.  Jim Glass will send an e-mail before the July 7 Commission meeting to Commission members suggesting that they can consider appointing such a committee.   It would be helpful to have a cross-section of backgrounds on the Commission represented on the report committee.
Sources of Funds for Report to the General Assembly
Jim Glass noted that the Efroymson Fund grant for which Indiana Landmarks has applied will provide $20,000.  The Community Foundation grants on which Brad Bumgardner and Indiana Landmarks’ regional offices are working may generate an additional $5000, but the timing of grant confirmation is uncertain at present.   It’s possible that the Commission may not have confirmation of specific grants by July 19, when the requests for proposals are to be sent out to consultants.  There was discussion about other ways to raise funds before July 19.  Some professional firms and associations of government officials have an interest in historic courthouses, but state ethics rules would probably preclude approaching them for donations.  Jim Glass is going to discuss how to approach reaching a $25,000 minimum amount with Marsh Davis. 
Possible Statehouse Exhibit and Reception for Legislators and County Officials

There was discussion of the possibility of the Commission sponsoring an exhibit on Indiana’s historic courthouses at the Statehouse in the fall of 2011 and hosting a reception for legislators, county officials, and other interested parties.  Any funds raised by Indiana Landmarks from the proposed reception for legislators and county officials in early 2011 would not be available to assist in funding the Report to the General Assembly, but might be useful in developing the exhibit and hosting a reception.
TV/Media Coverage
Jim Glass reported that the interview of him and the Chief Justice by Gerry Dick on May 28th went well.  Julie Berry noted that she had viewed it online.
Commission PowerPoint
Frank Hurdis noted that he had spoken with Carol Street, Archivist at the College of Architecture & Planning archive, and she had provided a list of the archives holdings on Indiana courthouses.  A link to the archive has been added to the Commission webpage.  Judge Cox asked if all member biographies were up to date and Hurdis indicated that they are.  The judge also asked if the concerns about providing courthouse plans on the website had been addressed.  Hurdis noted that the website will contain links and lists of documents available at specific archives but not the documents themselves.  Researchers will have to actually visit the archives to review the documents.
General
There was discussion of the issue that faces several counties over whether to rehabilitate their historic courthouses.   Currently there is discussion and potentially lack of consensus on how to proceed in Randolph and Dearborn Counties.  
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