























Maplelawn Farmstead Boone County, IN
Name of Property County and State

livestock.”"® The Wolf family planted corn. In 1850 the Wolf family produced 350 bushels of Indiana corn, in 1860 the
family produced 200 bushles of Indiana corn, and by 1870 the family produced 100 bushles of Indiana corn.”® As was the
trend for most Hoosier farmers, the Wolf family raised hogs, which could be sold at the market and also kept to feed the
family. The number of hogs owned by the Wolf family steadily decreased from 1850 to 1870. The Wolf family also
owned several horses, sheep, cows, and other livestock. The Wolf’s grew: corn, wheat, oats, rye,potatos, peas and beans.
The Wolf family produced hay, butter, maple sugar, and molasses.”’

The end of the isolation of pioneer days came with transporation improvements. The formation of Michigan Road,
completed from Madison to Michigan City, Indiana in 1839, construction of the Lafayette and Indianapolis Railroad
starting in the late 1840s, and almost simeltaneous platting of Zionsville in 1852 all benefitted the Wolfs at Maplelawn.
The close proximity to the town provided the family access to a market and a place to trade and sell goods produced on
the farm. The new rail line from Indianapolis to Lafayette, Indiana ran through downtown in nearby Zionsville, to a depot
opened in 1853 on First Street.”? From the 1850s to the 1860s, Indiana increased railroad tracks from 228 miles of track to
2,100 miles of track. The railroads allowed farmers to increase the number of markets that received their products so that
goods which at one time took weeks to reach cities would now arrive in days.” Maplelawn Farmstead was only two miles
from Indiana’s first major north-south thoroughfare.** Michigan Road, later called US 421, ran through Zionsville.”> With
the coming of the railroad and Michigan Road, farmers no longer remained subsistent.® The advances in transportation
accounted for the increase in the standard of living for Indiana farmers.”’

Records indicate that farm life and the standard of living did indeed improve for the Wolf family. During the 1850s and
1860s, agriculture brought prosperity to Indiana’s economy.?® Worth $450 in 1850, the property’s value increased to
$2,400 in 1860.” Improvements occurred in all aspects of farm life. These included better farming tools, improvements
in planting, and cultivating and harvesting crops along with the use of fertilizer.*® During this time period, farmers began
to encounter problems with the railroad. Though farm technology improved for the Wolf’s, farmers during the 1870s
encountered problems with exorbitant charges issued by large railroad corporations, and the financial panic beginning in
1873 that lasted for several years.!

After 1880, the farm economy experienced many changes. As the depression lifted, specialization and an increase in the
number of acres no longer meant profitability for farms. Farmers felt pressure to buy new equipment, to increase
productivity and efficiency when profits began dropping.”* The impact on Indiana and Boone County caused numerous
foreclosures, forced sales and mortgages of land that resulted in changes of ownership.”® The panic may have attributed to
one of the reasons why John Wolf decided to divide his property in 1876 between two of his daughters, Eliza and Nancy.
It is unclear exactly when John Wolf died, but he was deceased by 1900 because the two divided parcels were sold.

19 Jeffrey Tenuth, Indianapolis: A Circle City History (Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia, 2004), 34.
z‘: Indiana Agricultural Census 1850, 1860, & 1870 Manuscript Records, Indiana State Archives.
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22 Steelwater, “Rural, Historical and Architectural Resources,” 13.
% James Hetherington, Indianapolis Union Station: Trains, Travelers, and Changing Times, (Carmel, Indiana Guild Press, 2000), 5.
** Tenuth, 34.; Mapquest, “Directions,” http://www.mapquest.com/maps (accessed January 25, 2010).
%3 Thompson and Madigan, 6.
%6 Tenuth, 33 & 42.
% Thompson and Madigan, 20.
28 Thompson and Madigan, 17.
% Indiana Agricultural Census 1850 & 1860 Manuscript Records, Indiana State Archives. Joan Lyons, “Maplelawn Farmstead from
the beginning,” Zionsville Times Sentinel, July 23, 2003.
*® Donald Carmony, Indiana 1816-1850: The Pioneer Era (Indianapolis: Indianapolis Historical Bureau and Indiana Historical
Society, 1998), 63; In 1850 the value of farming implements and machinery on the Wolf farm was worth forty dollars and by 1860 the
value increased to one hundred dollars.
3! Christine M. Dowdeswell, Agricultural Development in the Eighteen Counties of Eastcentral Indiana, 1800-1890 (Indianapolis,
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By 1900, agriculture ceased to act as the single dominate force in Indiana’s economy. For the first time, the manufacturing
industry became the largest source of income for Indiana. Alfred (Elroy) and Elmira Scott purchased Eliza Wolfs fifty-
four acre parcel for $2,666 and the twenty-six acre parcel from Nancy Wolf’s family for $1,200 in 1900, which united
John and Jane Wolf’s original eighty acres. The Scott’s three children, Emest, Fairy and Merle joined their parents on the
Maplelawn Farmstead. It is suspected that during the Scott’s ownership of the farm the name “Maplelawn” was
instituted, due to the large number of Maple trees on the property.™

Around the 1900s, farmers began pushing for better roads. Farmers were frustrated with the poor road conditions, and the
high costs associated with the transportation of goods. With the farmers involvement in the push for better roads, the
national and state government finally became involved in the quest for better roads. The Federal Aid Road Act of 1916
and the Indiana Highway Commission of 1919 created new state roads.” The state of Indiana managed the upkeep of
Michigan Road, now known as State Road 421.* With Maplelawn’s close proximity to a state road, the Scott family
could have sold surplus crops alongside the road to earn extra money. This road was one of the most popular roads in
Indiana with roadside produce stands.””

From 1900 to 1925 Boone County lost over one-quarter of their farms.”® Remarkably, Maplelawn survived and continued
to succeed as a thriving farm. This is evident because the Scotts added the chicken house, dairy barn, and transverse barn
between 1900 and 1925. The Scotts likely added the brick front porch, two-story bay on the west side of the house, new
front d3(;0rs and storm doors, a kitchen breakfast nook, and potentially the addition that connects the milk room to the
house.

From 1925 to 1945 modern practices and procedures were gradually introduced on a number of farms in Indiana and
Boone County. However, the new science and technology available for agricultural practices did not reach all portions of
the state equally. Most farms continued to operate on a more traditional level. Corn and hogs continued to be the
mainstay on most farms, followed by dairy cattle, poultry and eggs.** During this time period, the Scott family was
involved in dairy farming and they raised chickens. The dairy barn and chicken coops were installed by the Scott family.
The Scott family survived the Great Depression and even managed to survive World War II, though records show that
twenty-eight farms were abandoned or idled in Boone County from 1930 to 1938.*' In 1940 approximately 2,000 farms
remained in Boone County.*?

Elroy resided at Maplelawn until his death on March 1, 1942. A year later Merle Scott, Elroy’s son, died. Elroy’s estate
finally settled in 1945 and left control of the house and property to Alyce Bradley, Elroy’s granddaughter and Merle’s
daughter. Alyce and her husband, Lester, owned the property and house from 1945 to 2000. Lester and Alyce worked
side by side on the farm, and even had his and her tractors. At various times, the couple grew wheat, corn, and soybeans.
The couple owned a few horses, raised hogs, and ran a successful dairy farm at Maplelawn. They also worked with sheep,
lambs, goats and chickens. Alyce passed away in 1997 and her husband, Lester, died in 2000. They had no children.”
Their deaths ended the Scott/Bradley families’ century ownership of Maplelawn Farmstead. Today, the farm is leased
from the Zionsville Parks Department by Maplelawn Farmstead, Inc, a not-for-profit organization, dedicated to create
“experiences which connect people to the rich rural history of the 1930°s Great Depression era on an Indiana family

** Doyle Interview.

%% Suzanne Hayes Fischer, Facilities for Motorists, 1900-1940 (Indianapolis, DHPA, 1994), 8-10. Unpublished study prepared for
Indiana Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology (DHPA) On file at DHPA.

* Fisher, 8-10.

*7 Fisher, 41-42.

38 Steelwater, “Rural, Historical and Architectural Resources,”16.

3% Joan Lyons, “History of Maplelawn Farmstead,” (lecture, Zionsville Historical Society, Zionsville, IN, August 10, 2003).

0 James Madison, Indiana Through Tradition and Change: A History of the Hoosier State and lIis People 1920-1945 (Indianapolis:
Indiana Historical Society, 1982), 153-154.

*1U.S. Bureau of the Census, “Census of Agriculture Abandoned or Idled Farms, 1940”
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/Historical Publications/1940/Abandoned%200r%20idle/00359861.pdf (accessed April
27,2010).

“ Tbid.

“ Joan Lyons, “Maplelawn Farmstead: Tractors for two and combines, t00,” Zionsville Times Sentinel, September 17, 2003.
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UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 16 560460 4424000 3
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
2 4
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)

A rectangle parcel of approximately four acres is located in the Northeast quarter of Section 34, Township 18 North,
Range 2 East in Boone County, Indiana. The boundary is further defined by the sketch map included with the nomination
and by the UTM points given in section 10.

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)

The boundary includes the farmhouse, barns, and outbuildings which is where the main activity occurred on the farm.
This is the only remaning portion of the farm leased by Maplelawn Farmstead, Inc. The remaining acres of the farm were
sold in 2000.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Melissa Fanning/Rebecca Smith, Community Preservation Specialist

organization Indiana Landmarks date 7/7/2010

street & number 340 W. Michigan Street telephone 317-639-4534

city or town Indianapolis state IN Zip code 46202
e-mail rsmith@indianalandmarks.org

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

e Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

¢ Continuation Sheets

¢ Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive black and white photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi
(pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Maplelawn Farmstead

City or Vicinity: Zionsville

County: Boone State: Indiana
Photographer: Melissa A. Fanning

Date Photographed: May 5, 2010

Description of Photograph(s) and number:
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Maplelawn Farmstead
Name of Property

1o0f 22

IN_BooneCounty_ MaplelawnFarmstead_0001
Front Elevation/Facade of house
Camera is facing south

2 of 22

IN_BooneCounty MaplelawnFarmstead_0002
East Elevation of house
Camera is facing northeast

3of22

IN_BooneCounty_MaplelawnFarmstead_0003
South Elevation/Rear of house and privy
Camera is facing east

4 of 22
IN_BooneCounty_MaplelawnFarmstead_0004
Milk Sink
Camera is facing east

5 of 22

IN_BooneCounty_MaplelawnFarmstead_0005
West Elevation of house and summer kitchen
Camera is facing south

6 of 22
IN_BooneCounty_MaplelawnFarmstead_0006
East Parlor
Camera is facing south

7 of 22
IN_BooneCounty_ MaplelawnFarmstead_0007
West Parlor
Camera is facing north
8 of 22
IN_BooneCounty MaplelawnFarmstead_0008
Dining Room
Camera is facing south
9 of 22
IN_BooneCounty MaplelawnFarmstead_0009
Kitchen
Camera is facing south
10 of 22
IN_BooneCounty_MaplelawnFarmstead_0010
West Bedroom
Camera is facing north
11 of 22
IN_BooneCounty_MaplelawnFarmstead_0011
East Bedroom
Camera is facing north
12 of 22
IN_BooneCounty_MaplelawnFarmstead_0012
Maplelawn Barn
Camera is facing west

13 of 22
IN_BooneCounty_MaplelawnFarmstead_0013
Maplelawn Barn and Corn Crib

Camera is facing southeast

Boone County, IN

County and State
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Maplelawn Farmstead

Boone County, IN

Name of Property

14 of 22

IN_BooneCounty MaplelawnFarmstead_0014

English Barn
Camera is facing southeast
15 of 22

IN_BooneCounty_MaplelawnFarmstead_0015

Milk Stalls
Camera is facing east

16 of 22

IN_BooneCounty_MaplelawnFarmstead_0016

Chicken Coop
Camera is facing south
17 of 22

IN_BooneCounty_MaplelawnFarmstead_0017

Goose House
Camera is facing north

18 of 22

IN_BooneCounty_MaplelawnFarmstead_0018

Grain Bin and Machine Shed
Camera is facing east
19 of 22

IN_BooneCounty_MaplelawnFarmstead_0019

Hog Houses
Camera is facing southwest
20 of 22

IN_BooneCounty_MaplelawnFarmstead_0020

Dog House
Camera is facing northwest

21 of 22

IN_BooneCounty_MaplelawnFarmstead_0021

Garage and Landscape
Camera is facing southeast

22 of 22

IN_BooneCounty_MaplelawnFarmstead_0022

Landscape
Camera is facing northwest

County and State
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Maplelawn Farmstead Boone County, IN

Name of Property County and State
Property Owner:

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Zionsville Parks and Rec Department, Director Matt Dickey

street & number 1075 Parkway Drive telephone 317-733-2273

city or town Zionsville state IN zip code_46077

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, PO Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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MAPLELAWN FARMSTEAD HISTORIC DISTRICT

13

11

12

15

14

10

8
7
1. House 14. Garage
2. Summer kitchen 15. Goose house
3. Privy

4. Doghouse QV Photos
5. Silo

6. Machine shed
7.-8. Chicken coops
9.-10. Hog houses
11. Maplelawn barn
12. Grain bin

13. Barn

Non-Contributing

N

WHITESTOWN RD.

*Property and proposed boundaries are the same

*Not to scale
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Maplelawn Farm, Boone Co., IN photo 5

Maplelawn Farm, Boone Co., IN photo 6



Maplelawn Farm, Boone Co., IN photo 13




Maplelawn Farm, Boone Co., IN photo 18

Maplelawn Farm, Boone Co., IN photo 20
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