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Congress approved significant park enabling legislation which included the right to use Federal money
to purchase national patk land. The old ‘beg, borrow, or steal system' -- where new park land had to be
either already Federally owned or donated to the government -- was gone forever."® Philo and Irene
Read wrote to the president comparing Cape Cod to the Indiana Dunes, and urging him to “hasten
hearings on Sen. Douglas’ bill, and get Federal action before it is too late, "5

An exchange between Philo Read and Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall crystallized the
issues at that time.

On July 27, Philo Read wrote to Udall from the Read Dunes House explaining that a
“‘compromise” dunes plan "excludes the finest natural duneland, where you did your climbing...” He
explained this as an opposition tactic: “This is a TRICK. It was originated by the Steel Companies’
board of strategy, or by the clever real estate interests in Porter County, Indiana.” He continued: “They
have sprung and almost got away with numerous tricks before, such as: ‘There are no Dunes left to
save,” and 'the save the Dunes project is just a scheme to provide a bathing beach for the negroes of
Gary,” and ‘the whole save the Dunes plan is just a plot by Senator Douglas to get the steel mills to
build in incis.”62

Udall’s reply to Phiio Read of Aug. 21 indicated his thinking on future action after the tour: “My
recent hike along the dunes convinced me of the urgent necessity of a concerted drive to move this
issue off of dead center, where it has rested for so long. The final decision, however, will depend
heavily upon the active support of individuals, individuals who will lose a great scenic heritage if this
stalemate continues.”%3 _

In the meantime, Save the Dunes Council Engineering Committee efforts, led by Herbert Read,
resulted in the report by the Army Corps in favor of a port at Burns Ditch being sent back for restudy.
The Corps called for a public hearing in Indianapolis. Philo Read fired out a newsletter urging people to
attend to counter the tactics of national park opponents, who, he wrote, have the financial wherewithal
to subsidize bus fares and meals to create the appearance of “masses of marching, jeering, sign-
carrying minions trying to produce the impression that nobody except a few bird watchers wants a
National Park.” He pointed out that while Save the Dunes advocates will have plenty of “top talent” to
speak at the hearing, what is most effective is having ordinary people long devoted to the park cause
showing up themselves: “Now they are up to it again, and we need your help — not in money, but in a
little good service at this particular time to counter their machinations...We need numerical
representation. We don’t want the newspapers to carry the story that 'only a handful’ of people were
present for our side."®

8 Ron Cockrell, A Signature of Time and Eternity: The Administrative History of the Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore, Indiana {Washington DC: National Park Service, 1988).

81 Philo and Irene Read, Letter. 1961. To President John F. Kennedy, dated Aug. 10. Read Papers. Calumet
Regional Archives, indiana University Northwest, Gary, Indiana.

62 Philo Read. Letter. 1961. To Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall, dated July 27. Read Papers. Calumet
Regional Archives, Indiana University Northwest, Gary, Indiana.

&3 Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall. Letter. 1961. To Philo Read, dated Aug. 21. Read Papers. Calumet
Regional Archives, Indiana University Northwest, Gary, Indiana.

64 Philo Read. Newsletter. 1961. To Members and Friends, dated Aug. 21. Read Papers. Calumet Regional
Archives, Indiana University Northwest, Gary, Indiana.
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Philo Read’s last newsletter to the membership, dated Oct. 30, reported that “The climate in
Washington continues to be very salubrious for our cause” and invited people to the Save the Dunes
Council annual dinner.5® He died Nov. 22, 1961. 7

In 1862 Congress reaffirmed the precedent of federal purchase by establishing Point Reyes
National Seashore. In 1963, Secretary Udall's book, The Quiet Crisis, advocated use of the
government’s power of taxation as a creative force for scenic preservation %

During this period, neither side in the Indiana port versus park battle had the votes needed to
pass legislation: “Douglas and his allies were able to thwart passage of port legislation in the public
works committees of each house and block legislation in the Senate. The stalemate between the
contending parties reflected in part the cleavage in the federal government between parks and public
works projects. It also raised the possibility of a compromise.”®

Herbert Read's Engineering Committee had been able to get the Bureau of the Budget
(forerunner of the Office of Management and Budget) to review their economic study of the port: “There
followed numerous trips to Washington, D.C., in which George Andersan and 1 confronted the full force
of the Corps of Engineers, including meetings with the Assistant Secretary of the Army and presidential
staffer Lee White. Usually, the meetings were conducted in Sen. Douglas’s office, but sometimes in the
Old Executive Office Building. We argued not dunes or natural values, but dollars, tons and
transportation savings in day-long meetings. Finally, we proved our case to the Bureau of the Budget
and we had stalled the harbor. But neither could we get the dunes park bill passed...But with the
elections coming up, President Kennedy wanted a resolution to the controversy, Hence, a compromise
of sorts, in which the harbor was approved by the Bureau of the Budget and there was to be a National
Lakeshore of nearly 14,000 acres.”68

Stephen Higgs has explained the significance of this achievement: "Herb and others in the Save
the Dunes Council developed tactics and strategies that had never been used before. They challenged
the cost/benefit analysis put forth by the U.S. Army engineers. Today such challenges are routine and
fundamental to public land-use battles everywhere.5®

The Kennedy assassination interrupted further legislative progress. President Lyndon Johnson's
1964 conservation message proposed eight new national parks. in September 1964, Congress passed
the Land and Water Conservation Fund, making substantial funds available for acquisition and
. development of park lands.

The Burns Waterway Harbor bill passed in 1965, before the park bill -- but made appropriation
of funds for the harbor contingent upon both chambers having a chance to vote on a Dunes bill in 1966.

The park bill passed the Senate in June 1966, the House in October. A bill authorizing an
appropriation for the Burns Waterway Harbor also passed. On Nov. 5, 1966, President Johnson signed
the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore Act. It came with a cost, however, writes Herbert Read: “As soon

& Philo Read. Newsletter. 1961. To Members and Friends, dated Oct. 30. Read Papers. Calumet Regional
Archives, Indiana University Northwest, Gary, Indiana.

86 Stewart Udall, The Ouie-t Crisis (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1963).

57 J. Ronald Engerl, Sacred Sands: The Struggle for Community in the Indiana Dunes (Middletown, Conn.:
Wesleyan University Press, 1983), 274,

88 Herbert Read, “The Kennedy Compromise of 1963" (Presentation for the 40th Anniversary of the Save the
Dunes Council, Indiana, 25 October 1992), Read Papers. Calumet Regional Archives, Indiana University
Northwest, Gary, indiana,

88 Steven Higgs, Efemnal Vigilance: Nine Tales of Environmental Heroism in Indiana (Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 1995), 187.
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as the anti-park people got what they wanted, they backed down from the 1963 compromise and the
National Lakeshore, as passed in 1966, was whittled down to 5,800 acres” (plus the 2,200 acres of the
already existing Indiana Dunes State Park, if donated).”™

The first meeting of the Save the Dunes Council after President Johnson signed the bill into law
was held at the Read Dunes House. The main issue was, “we must continue to be active since we only
have the authorization for the park but no appropriations yet. We must try to get the deleted areas back
in the park in a couple of years.” Equally important was that Allen P. Edmonds, Assistant Regional
Director of the National Park Service, would speak at the annual dinner on “next steps and answering
the many questions related to the transition from privately owned property to a publicly owned
Lakeshore.”’! - ‘

Thomas Dustin said one lesson from the experience was: “Authorization is only the start;
beyond that is the appropriation of funds to buy the lands. No matter what has been ‘authorized,’ the
wreckage that occurs after that but before actual purchase of the land can still defeat or impair a
project.”’? At the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, “Following authorization in 1966, progress in
implementation through the purchase of land was slow. Six years later, however, 80 percent of the
authorized land had been acquired; and a formal dedication was held on Sept. 8, 1972."73

Irene Read sold the Read Dunes House to the National Park Service (with a reservation of use
for 25 years) and continued to fight for expansion of the national park - and creation of a county park
system -- serving 10 years as membership secretary of the Porter County Chapter of the |zaak Walton
League and holding meetings at the Read Dunes House. She received recognition of her efforts at an
Interchapter Counci! dinner in September 1981 “for her long efforts on behalf of preserving the Indiana
Dunes” and as a “founding member of the Porter County Chapter.”’4 She died Nov. 22, 1981, exactly 20
years after Philo Read.

The park, following the 1990 congressional session, finally reached the 14,000 acres promised
tin 1963. At the 40th Anniversary of the Save the Dunes Council in 1992, Herbert Read said, “So you
see, 25 years later, our expansion bills are just now enabling us to catch up to 1963."75
Beginnings of a Dunes park movement

J. Ronald Engel writes, “Among the Dune Country patriots of the Progressive Era, roughly the
period 1890-1930, the Dunes movement and its informing vision took shape. During these years the

70 Herbert Read, “The Kennedy Compromise of 1963" (Presentation for the 40th Anniversary of the Save the
Dunes Council, Indiana, 25 October 1992), Read Papers. Calumet Reglonal Archives, indiana University
Northwest, Gary, Indiana.

71 Save the Dunes Council. 1966. Minutes, dated 28 November. Calumet Regional Archives, Indiana University
Northwest, Gary, Indiana.

72 Thomas E. Dustin, “The Battle of the Indiana Dunes,” in Citizens Make the Difference: Case Studies in
Environmental Action (Citizens Advisory Committee on Environmental Quality, 1973): 41.

73 Thomas E. Dustin, “The Battle of the Indiana Dunes,” in Citizens Make the Difference: Case Studies in
- Environmental Action (Gitizens Advisory Committee on Environmental Quality, 1973): 41.

74 Hoosier Waltonian. Fall 1981. Read Papers. Calumet Regional Archives, Indiana University Northwest, Gary,
indiana.

75 Herbert Read, “The Kennedy Compromise of 1963" (Presentation for the 40th Anniversary of the Save the
Dunes Counci, Indiana, 25 October 1992), Read Papers. Calumet Regional Archives, Indiana University
Northwest, Gary, Indiana.
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personal, associational and geographic relationships that nurtured the movement for the rest of the
century were initially formed...”7®

Those involved in the 1950s and 1960s “were but the latest generation of a movement that
began among Chicago Progressives at the turn of the century.”””

Engel describes the dynamic: “At the turn of the century, a small band of Chicago reformers,
artists and scientists, joined by a few sympathetic Hoostiers, began the struggle to save the
Dunes...Together with public-spirited businessmen, labor organizers, politicians, civic leaders and plain
citizens who joined them, they created a movement that lasted through World War |, the roaring
twenties, the Great Depression and World War |l, and cuiminated in the 1950s and ‘60s with what one
urban geographer has called ‘perhaps the most savage conservation-industry confrontation in history.’
Those in the vanguard of the Dunes struggle never numbered more than several hundred. But what
they lacked in numbers, they made up in commitment and the hours, weeks and years devoted to the
cause. In some cases several generations within a single family were involved in one phase or another
of the 80-year struggle to preserve the Dunes.”’® :

The Read family was a key element of the intergenerational continuity and leadership of that
movement.

As Engel writes: “One example of the remarkable series of relationships that have characterized
the movement over the generations is the Read family. Chicago novelist Opie Read was a good friend
of Carl Sandburg, Lorado Taft and other notables of the Chicago Renaissance. His son, Philo B. Read,
an artist, was a friend of Jens Jensen and an ardent Dunatic. Philo participated in the Dunes Pageant
of 1917 and worked assiduously for the Indiana Dunes State Park in the 1920s. Thirty years later he
was a leader of the Save the Dunes Council. Philo’s son Herbert P. Read, an architect, took up the
fight for the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore in the 1950s and continues to this day to be one of the
Dunes’ most outspoken advocates. Charlotte Johnson Read, his wife, became executive director of the
Save the Dunes Council in 1976."7¢

The park movement began in earnest with the Prairie Club of Chicago. As park historian Ron
Cockreli notes, “The Prairie Club was the first group to propose that a portion of the Indiana Dunes be
protected from commercial interests and maintained in its pristine condition for the enjoyment of the
people.”80

And the geographical center of the Dunes movement was the south side Chicago neighborhood
of Hyde Park. As Engel notes, “Hyde Park was ideally situated for Dune Bugs because of ready access -
by railroad lines to the Dune Country. For more than a century, Hyde Park has symbolized Progressive

76 J. Ronaid Engel, Sacred Sands: The Struggle for Community in the Indiana Dunes (Middletown, Conn.:
Wesleyan University Press, 1983), 48,

77 J. Ronald Engel, Sacred Sands: The Struggle for Community in the Indiana Dunes (Middletown, Conn.:
Wesleyan University Press, 1983), xvi.

78 J. Ronald Engel, Sacred Sands: The Struggle for Community in the Indiana Dunes (Middletown, Conn.:
Wesleyan University Press, 1983), 4-5. :

¢ J. Ronald Engel, Sacred Sands: The Struggle for Community in the Indiana Dunes (Middletown, Conn.:
Weslayan University Press, 1983), 80.

8 Ron Cockrell, A Signature of Time and Eternity: The Administrative History of the Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore, indiana (Washington DC: National Park Service, 1988).
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reform in Chicago, and no other community has contributed more leaders to the Dunes movement, or
more of its own spirit to the Dunes vision.”3’

The Read family was among the community of writers, artists and scientists living in Hyde Park
and Philo Read was an active member of the Prairie Club, founded in 1911. He helped build the Prairie
Club Beach House 1913, which Prairie Club founder Jens Jensen conceived as a place “where the
group could assemble and strategize,”82

- Of Philo Read’s early role, Herbert Read wrote, “There were great outdoor gatherings with giant
campfires which were ‘engineered’ by my father. Sing-a-longs, storytelling, piays and pageants were
common.”8? From 1913, dunes aficianados mounted plays and pageants to generate publicity for the
indiana Dunes. An annual open-air festival drew attendance from a few hundred to 1,500 people.

At the Prairie Club’s annual picnic at the Beach House in 19186, park historian Ron Cockrell
writes that the group “decided to take the offensive against the industrial interests despoiling the
Indiana Dunes. They voted to form the National Dunes Park Association to promote the establishment
of a national park on Indiana’s lakeshore. On July 16, a mass meeting at Waverly Beach to inaugurate
- the effort resulted in three special trains from Chicago carrying 5,000 people to the dunes. With a
theme of ‘A National Park for the Middie West, and all the Middle West for a National Park,” a principal
goal was to raise money to buy enough duneland to turn over to the Federal Government for a national
park.”84

Stephen Mather, who had been a resident of Chicago’s Hyde Park neighborhood and was a
member of the Prairie Club’s conservation committee, became the first director of the National Park
Service, created in August 1916. _

Within two weeks of the National Park Service Act, Stephen Mather met with U.S. Sen. Thomas
Taggart, D-Indiana, to draft a resolution authorizing a study of the “advisability of the securing, by
purchase or otherwise, all that portion of the counties of Lake, LaPorte and Porter, in the State of
Indiana, bordering upon Lake Michigan, and commonly known as the ‘Sand Dunes,’ with a view that
such lands be created a national park.”#

The Senate adopted the resolution in September and Mather held hearings in Chicago in
October. -

Just before the turn of the century, Chicago was known as “one of the most abysmally filthy
cities in the industrial world. Most of its streets were unspeakably dirty, the horrible-smelling river
remained its sewer, and thick gray smoke from locomotives, river tugs and factories discolored its new
skyscrapers stung people’s eyes, clogged their Iungs and soiled their clothing -- and reduced visibility
in the Loop to little more than a city block.”8

81 J. Ronald Engel, Sacred Sands: The Struggle for Community in the Indiana Dunes (Middletown, Conn.;
Wesleyan University Press, 1983), 82

82 Ron Cockrell, A Signature of Time and Eternity: The Administrative History of the Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore, Indiana (Washington DC. National Park Service, 1988).

83 Herbent Read, “The Prairie Club and the Indiana Dunes,” in Dunebeat Vol. 11, Number 15. Oct. 30, 1986,

8 Ron Cockrell, A Signature of Time and Eternity: The Administrative History of the Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore, Indiana (Washington DC: Naticnal Park Service, 1988).

85 Stephen T. Mather, Report on the Proposed Sand Dunes National Park Indiana (Washington DC: Department of
the Interior, Goverment Printing Cifice, 1917), 22,

86 Donald L. Miller, City of the Century: The Epic of Chicago and the Making of America {New York: Simon and
Schuster, 1998), 423-424.
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A key element in the public testimony was the need for a national park in the Midwest as an
outlet for people of working class and moderate means in the metropolitan Chicago region and as a
means to unify a diverse population that had neither the time nor the means to travel to the national
parks of the West.

“What are we doing for the tens of thousands of people in this noisy, grimy, seething city, who
need to revive their souls and to refresh the inner man as weli as the outer?” asked Jens Jensen,
founder of the Prairie Club.

The president of the Chicago Assoctation of Commerce noted that in this city of 2.4 million, 1.7
million were of foreign birth or foreign extraction. “One of the problems of Americanization,” he
observed, “is to bring to the people an understanding of their connections with our national affairs. This
applies not only to the foreign born but to the American born.”

Another agreed: “| look upon this national park reservation as a great unifier of the diverse
elements of our population. 1 think it wili give each citizen who visits these dunes a sense of
proprietorship in the national assets. | really was thrilled when | went under that legend written over the
entrance to Yellowstone Park for the first time, reading, ‘For the pleasure of the people.’ | felt that | was
one of the peopie. It positively gave a new impetus to my own patriotism.”

A representative of the Hammond (Indiana) Chamber of Commerce noted that the center of U.S.
population during the 1810 Census was in Indiana. “| have often wondered, however, that all of our
Government parks should be located west of the Rocky Mountains.”&

Mather submitted his report recommending a national park of 9,000 to 13,000 acres to
Secretary Lane in December 1916.

He described the uphill battle this would be: “The dunes are not public lands. Their owners do
not offer to donate them to the Federal Government, and no individual or organization has undertaken
to purchase them and convey them to the Government for park purposes. All parks that have
heretofore been established have been carved out of the public domain. Land has never been
purchased for reservation as a national park, and in only a few instances have private holdings in a
nationat park been purchased for park purposes.”88

Mather estimated that a park of 9,000 to 13,000 acres would cost between $1.8 million and $2.6
million. National park historian Ron Cockrell writes: “The document represented a potential turning point
for Federal land acquisition policy for the Park Service director proposed the government purchase the
land for a nationat park from private interests, a practice hitherto verboten by Congress.”®
Secretary Lane endorsed Mather’s recommendation and forwarded it to Congress in early
1917. : '
in the meantime, citizen activists took the Prairie Club’s annual outdoor festival concept and
expanded it to prepare a June 1917 historical pageant. The “Book of the Historical Pageant of the
Dunes” notes the preservation goal of bringing thousands “into contact with the romantic beauty of this
historic region for the first time, and thereby, with national publicity, giving great help to the movement
to ‘Save the Dunes’ as a public park for all to enjoy.”%°

87 Stephen T. Mather, Report on the Proposed Sand Dunes National Park Indiana (\Washington DC: Department of
the Interict, Goverment Printing Office, 1917), 24, 34-35, 37, 73-74.

88 Staphen T. Mather, Report on the Proposed Sand Dunes Nat;onal Park Indiana (Washington DC: Department of
the Interior, Goverment Printing Office, 1917), 11.

89 Ron Cockrell, A Signature of Time and Eternity: The Administrative History of the Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore, Indiana (Washington DC: National Park Service, 1988).

90 Thomas Wood Stevens, “Foreword,” Book of the Historical Pageant of the Dunes (1917).
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Philo Read led the costumes and props committee for the 1917 pageant, which drew an
audience of 25,000. J. Ronald Engel describes the significance of this event. “The Dunes Pageant of
1917 must occupy a central place in any effort to understand the larger meaning of the 80-year
movement to preserve the Indiana Dunes. For those who participated, the pageant was a definitive
expression of the purposes to which they were devoted. Its impact was felt for years...Six years later,
the memory of the pageant was vivid in the minds of those who led the successful campaign for the
Indiana Dunes State Park.”

Despite the citizen effort, the park movement suffered a series of blows. Mather suffered a
breakdown in the spring of 1917 and was unable to iobby for the park. Sen. Taggart was defeated in the
Nov. 1916 election, so the park lost its congressional champion. Then came U.S. entry into World War |,
which ended in late 1918. By late 1920, Mather had given up on the cause. Assistant Director of the
National Park Service Horace Albright recalied, “Mr. Mather was just too busy to get back to the Dunes
Project and he gradually came to the conclusion that the only hope for them lay in the state park
movement.”92 :

Dunes activists came to realize that any campaign to convince Congress to purchase land for a
national park would be prolonged and “after that arduous process, there would be no dunes left to
save."® They decided to focus on convincing the State of Indiana to create a state park. By then, the
leadership of the dunes movement had passed to Bess Sheehan, who had been secretary of the
National Dune Park Association and President of the Indiana Federation of Clubs.%

From 1916 through the 1920s, writes Peggy Moran, “Philo [Read] lobbied, in and out of
Indianapolis, on behalf of the State Park.”? At the time, he was chairman of the Prairie Club’s Beach
House Committee.® The club held “Dunes Summer Camps” and “Summer Schools” at the beach

91 J. Ronald Engel, Sacred Sands: The Struggle for Community in the Indiana Dunes {Middletown, Conn.:
Wesleyan University Press, 1983), 17. '

%2 Kay Franklin and Norma Schaeffer, Duel for the Dunes: Land Use Conflict on the Shores of Lake Michigan
{Urbana/Chicago: University of lllinois Press, 1983), 36.

e Ron Cockrell, A Signature of Time and Eternity: The Administrative History of the Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore, Indiana (Washington DC: National Park Service, 1988).

94 She later wrote to Richard Ligber, the first director of the Indiana Department of Conservation, her thinking on
the shift to a state park: “What did happen, as | have analyzed it, was, that the encouragement and interest then
gathering momentum in state officials, state organizations and a few Indiana men and women of vision, induced
the indiana leaders to believe that it would be easier and quicker to create a state park, than a federal, and with
the rapidly encroaching civilization, time was very precious.” Sheehan, Beth. 1929, |etter to Richard Lieber, daied
5 September. Lieber Papers, DL0 Director's Correspondence 1919-1933, Department of Conservation, Archives
Division, Indiana Commission on Public Records, Indiana State Library, indianapolis.

85 Paggy Moran, “The Dunes and Dune People,” Calumet Review 3 (1969), 17.

9 Prairie Club Yearbook of 1921. Read Papers. Calumet Regional Archives, Indiana University Northwest, Gary,
Indiana
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house. At these one- to two-week events, instruction was offered in the science, art and literature of
the dunes. Philo Read was part of the leadership team offering these courses.””

In 1920, Gov. James Goodrich and Richard Lieber, the first director of the Indiana Department
of Conservation, were interested in creating a state park in the dunes. As he left office in January 1921,
Gov. Goodrich endorsed the project in his final address to the Indiana L.egislature. Incoming Gov.
Warren McCray advocated purchase in his inaugural address.

A bill to establish a state park was offered in 1921, but failed.

In a 1922 Prairie Club Bulletin article, dunes artist Frank Dudley warned that “if some definite
conservation action is not soon taken the Dunes will be lost forever. When that portion that lies between
Dune Park and Michigan City is broken into and divided by corporate interests, the fate of the dunes will
be sealed.”%

In 1923, another park bill was introduced and passed. On March 6, 1923, Gov. McCray signed
the bill authorizing an Indiana Dunes State Park. "This provision was neither large, nor speedy, and did
not insure the purchase of lands that might at any time slip away to other purchasers, but it was at least
a definite step in the desired direction.”®®

In May 1925, newly elected Gov. Edward Jackson took a dunes tour and authorized the Dunes
Purchasing Board (a division of the State Conservation Commission) to use $200,000 in tax revenue to
buy 500 acres of duneland to spur private donations. On August 29, 1925, the deed for the first 110
acres was handed over at a ceremony on Mount Green -- renamed Mount Jackson. The state park
opened in July 1926. The size had shrunk to 3 miles of shoreline and 2,182 acres -- one-quarter of the
8 miles of shoreline and 8,000 acres originally believed necessary by the indiana Department of
Conservation. Since the land acquisitions of 1925-26, no land has been added. .

The Prairie Club sold its 56 acres and Philo Read gave up his beachfront cabin to the indiana
Dunes State Park. Asked by his young son why he would do that, Philo Read replied, “instead of being
sole owner of several dune acres, you are now part owner of 2,200 acres of dunes.” 10

With creation of the state park, “the activist phase of the [Prairie] club as the leading
conservation group in Chicago ended.”1%!

Not long after came the Great Depression and then World War |l Construction in the dunes
came to a virtual halt. Dunes activism went into dormancy.

Historian Susan Schrepfer describes this pattern of 20th Century citizen conservation
movements; “Strong if generally moderate from the 1890s into the 1920s, citizen activism was relatively

97 J. Ronald Engel, Sacred Sands: The Struggle for Community in the Indiana Dunes (Middletown, Conn.:
Wesleyan University Press, 1983), 83: “in 1922, for example, the Dunes Summer Camp, held at the Prairie Club
Beach House, was chaired by Bess Sheehan, with Henry Cowles serving as faculty chairman and Richard Lieber
and Philo Read helping in other capacities.” '

98 Frank V. Dudley, “The Dunes from an Artist's Point of View," The Prairie Club Bufletin, Feb. 1922, No. 113. n.p.

e George S. Cottman. Indiana Dunes State Park: A History and Description {(indianapolis; lndiana Department of
Conservation, 1930).

100 Peggy Moran, “The Dunes and Dune People,” Calumet Review 3 (1869), 17.

101 Ryan Chew, “100 Years of the Prairie Club: How ‘Saturday Afternoon Walking Trips’ became a force for
conservation,” Chicago Wilderness Magazine, Spring 2008. '
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quiet during the 1930s and 1940s. Then in the mid-1950s the anger and influence of participants burst
forth, to flourish in the 1960s.7102

The activities at the Read Dunes House and of the Read family are a prime example of this
resurgence of citizen participation.

Conclusion '

- The 50-year citizen movement to preserve the Indiana Dunes has a number of unique
characteristics: _
*Seeking to create a national park in an area with no pre-existing publicly owned federal lands at a time
~ when Congress had no precedents for buying lands for national parks.
*Relying not primarily on private philanthropy or state government to secure land donations, but on
citizen activism by homemakers, teachers, social workers, artists, writers, scientists, lawyers,
engineers, architects urging the federal government itself to use federal appropriations to acquire lands.
*Depending explicitly on women for leadership in the movement, as well as for nuts-and-bolt activity.
*Setting aside public lands close to major population centers, out of land poised for development and
easily accessible to millions of urban residents of all backgrounds -- not out of sparsely populated open
space in the West,
+Creating a national park in the Midwest, not the West or East.
*Acting over the objections of and in open confrontation with industry and the political establishment.
*Pursuing aggressive legislative advocacy, shepherding bills at every stage of the legislative process.
«Challenging government and private reports on the feasibility and benefits of industrial development
and using litigation to delay or stop industrial activity as leverage in the legislative process.
*Retaining a core of intergenerational leadership and historical memory, providing continuity between
the 1910s-1920s and 1950s-1960s.
*Relying on a core of willing sellers to build support for federal appropriations for private lands.

Ron Cockrell's history of the park begins: “The United States’ Congress’ 1966 authorization of
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore represents the culmination of a movement which began in 1916 to
establish a ‘Sand Dunes National Park’...The ensuing 50 years spawned an increasingly bitter battie
between the forces of conservation and development which did not abate with the Nov. 5, 1966
authorization of the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.”103

His history concludes that after the park was created, “Powerful, conservation-minded friends
like the Save the Dunes Council and the Porter County Chapter of the Izaak Walton League proved to
be invaluable partners. These friends were more than willing to take on the bureaucracy - including
the National Park Service itself -- in defense of dunes preservation.”104

The Read Dunes House was a key site for the Save the Dunes Council and the Porter County
Chapter of the Izaak Walton League not only during the period from 1952 to park creation in 1966, but
beyond. The Read family was in the leadership of the dunes movement from the beginning and has
provided intergenerational continuity during the 20th century movement and into the 21st century. The
Read Dunes House, designed as a clubhouse on an ancient dune ridge, was an integral part of Read
family efforts to build a social community around dunes preservation.

'92 Susan R. Schrepfer, The Fight to Save the Redwoods: A History of Environmental Reform, 1917-1978
(Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1983).

103 Ron Cockrell, A Signature of Time and Eternity: The Administrative History of the Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore, Indiana (Washington DC: National Park Service, 1988).

104 Ron Cockrell, A Signature of Time and Eternity: The Administrative History of the Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore, Indiana (Washington DC: National Park Service, 1988).




NPS Form 10900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No. 10240018 {Expires 5-31-2012)

United States Department of the Interior _ Name of Property Read Dunes House

National Park Service County and State

- Porter, IN
National Register of Historic Places Name of multiple fisting (i applicable)

Continuation Sheet

Section _number j_ Page 26

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Caldwell, Lynton K., Lynton R. Hayes and Isabel M. MacWhirter. "Chapter 2, Case VI: Industry versus
Environmental Quality: The Indiana Dunes,” in Citizens and the Environment: Case Studies in Popular
Action (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1976).

Cockrell, Ron. A Signature of Time and Eternity, The Administrative History of the Indiana Dunes
National Lakeshore, Indiana (Washington DC: National Park Service, 1988).

Drury, John. “Meet Porter County’s ‘Mr. Izaak Walton.” Gary-Post Tribune, Sunday, Feb. 19, 1961.
D4-5, _

Dustin, Thomas E. “The Battle of the Indiana Dunes,” in Citizens Make the Difference: Case Studies in
Environmental Action (Citizens Advisory Committee on Environmental Quality, 1973).

Engel, J. Ronald. Sacred Sands: The Struggle for Community in the Indiana Dunes (Middletown,
Conn.: Wesleyan University Press, 1983).

Franklin, Kay and Norma Schaeffer. Duel for the Dunes: Land Use Conflict on the Shores of Lake
Michigan (Urbana/Chicago: University of lllincis Press, 1983).

Higgs, Steven. Eternal Vigilance: Nine Tales of Environmentai Heroism in Indiana (Bloomington:
Indiana University Press, 1995).

Lewis, Richard. “Indiana’s Sand Gold: What's Behind Dunes Battle.” Chicago Sun-Times. Aug. 17, 18,
19, 1958.

Mather, Stephen T. Report on the Proposed Sand Dunes National Park Indiana (Washington, D.C.
Department of the Interior, Government Printing Office, 1917).

Moran, Peggy. “The Dunes and Dune People,” Calumet Review 3 (1969), 10-24.
Peeples, William. “The Indiana Dunes and Pressure Politics.” Atlantic Monthly. February, 1963.
Read, Herbert. “The Indiana Dunes: A Case History.” Presentation to the Save the Dunes Council.
January 28, 1969. Read Papers. Calumet Regional Archives, indiana University Northwest, Gary,
Indiana.
. “Remembrances of Dorothy Buell, founder and first president of the Save the Dunes

Council” (Paper presentation, date unknown). Read Papers Calumet Reglonal Archives, Indiana
University Northwest, Gary, indiana.

. “The Prairie Cfub and the Ihdiana Dunes,” in Dunebeat. Vol. 11, Number 15. Oct. 30, 1986.

. "Some Untold Tales” (Paper presented to the Polymathic Society, Chesterton, I'ndiana,
1988), Read Papers. Calumet Regional Archives, indiana University Northwest, Gary, indiana.



NPS Form 10900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No. 10240018 (Expires 5-31-2012) .

United States Department of the Interior Name of Property Read Dunes House
National Park Service County and State

: Porter, IN
National Register of Historic Places Name of muftipte listing (7 appiicable)

Continuation Sheet

Section number g_ Page 27

. “The Kennedy Compromise of 1963 (Paper presented at the 40th Anniversary of the Save
the Dunes Council, Indiana, 25 October 1982). Read Papers. Calumet Regional Archives, Indiana
University Northwest, Gary, Indiana.

Troy, Sylvia. “Citizens Action for Preservation,” The Indiana Dunes Story: How Nature and People Made
a Park, ed. Joan Gibb Engel (Beverly Shores, Indiana: Shirley Heinze Environmental Fund, 1984).



NPS Form 10800-a {Rev. 8/2002) OMB Na. 10240018 (Expires 5-31-201Z)

United States Department of the Interior Name of Property Read Dunes House

National Park Service County and State

Porter, IN -
National Register of Historic Places Name of multiple listing (f applicable)

Continuation Sheet

Section number___ Page 28
PHOTOGRAPH, DRAWINGS, MAP LOG

1 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton) Porter County, IN. Photographer Arthur
Anderson. Date Photographed: Fall, 1955.
East elevation. Camera facing southwest.

2 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN. Photographer: Arthur
Anderson. Date Photographed: Summer, 1955.
East elevation. Camera facing southwest.

3 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN. Photographer: Herbert
Read. Date Photographed: Winter, 1957.
South and west elevations. Camera facing northeast.

4 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN. Photographer: Arthur
Anderson. Date Photographed: Summer, 1955.
Great Room from entry. Camera facing southeast.

5 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN. Photographer: Arthur
Anderson. Date Photographed: Summer, 1955.
Great Room and fireplace. Camera facing northeast. .

6 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont {(near Chesterton), Porter County, IN. Photographer: Herbert
Read. Date Photographed: 1961.

Irene Martin Read (1902-1981) and Philo Benham Read (1882-1961).
West entry. Camera facing east.

7 of 24. Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN. Photographer: Herbert
Read. Date Photographed: Spring 2010.
East elevation. Camera facing west.

8 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN. Photographer: Herbert
Read. Date Photographed: April 2010.
East and south elevations. Camera facing northwest.

9 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN. Photographer: Herbert
Read. Date Photographed: January 2010.
South and east elevations. Camera facing northwest.

10 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN. Photographer: Herbert
Read. Date Photographed: December 2010.
South elevation. Camera facing north.

11 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton) Porter County, IN. Photographer: Herbert
Read. Date Photographed: January 2010.

South and west elevations. Camera facing northeast.

12 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, iIN. Photographer: Herbert
Read. Date Photographed: November 2010. West and north elevations. Camera facing southeast,
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13 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN. Photographer: Herbert

Read. Date Photographed: December 2010.
North elevation. Camera facing south.

14 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN. Photographer: Herbert

Read. Date Photographed: October 2010.
Great Room and fireplace. Camera facing northeast.

15 of 24: Read Drunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN. Photographer: Herbert

Read. Date Photographed: October 2010.
Great Room. Camera facing southeast.

16 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, iN. Photographer: Herbert

Read. Date Photographed: December 2010.
Great Room and hearth. Camera facing northwest.

17 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN. Photographer: Herbert

Read. Date Photographed: September 2010.
Great Room from west entry. Camera facing southeast. -

18 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN. Photographer: Herbert

Read. Date Photographed: September 2010.
Great Room and hearth. Camera facing northwest.

19 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN.
Architectural drawings. Architect: Herbert Read. Date Designed: 1952.
East elevation.

20 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN.
Architectural drawings. Architect: Herbert Read. Date Designed: 1952.
South elevation.

21 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton}, Porter County, IN,
Architectural drawings. Architect. Herbert Read. Date Designed: 1952.
West elevation.

22 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN.
Architectural drawings. Architect: Herbert Read. Date Designed: 1952.
North elevation. -

23 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, iN.
Architectural drawings. Architect: Herbert Read. Date Designed: 1952,
Floor Plan. {Also shows photo numbers and locations.)

24 of 24: Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN.

USGS map. Dune Acres Quadrangle, 7.5 minute series, Scale 1:24,000. Showing Read Dunes House

and UTM References; 16/496020E and 16/4610080N.
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#7. Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN. Photographer: Herbert Read.
Date photographed: Spring 2010. East elevation. Camera facing west.

#8. Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN. Photographer: Herbert Read.
Date photographed: April 2010. East and south elevations. Camera facing northwest.
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#12. Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN. Photographer: Herbert Read.
Date photographed: November 2010. West and north elevations. Camera facing southeast.

#14. Read Dunes House. Tremont (near Chesterton), Porter County, IN. Photographer: Herbert Read.
Date photographed: October 2010. Great Room and fireplace. Camera facing northeast.



