
20th Annual Mine Rescue Contest – June 2008 
 
The Indiana Mine Rescue Association held its 20th Annual Mine Rescue Contest on June 4-5, 
2008, at Vincennes University. 
 
The Preshift contest (where miners compete in the proper way to examine the coal mine) and the 
Benchman contest (a competition for those who repair and make sure the breathing apparatuses 
that the mine rescue members wear are ready for use) were both held on June 4, 2008.  The 
benchmen compete in finding a problem or problems with an intentionally altered breathing 
apparatus.  The scoring is based on speed and accuracy in both scenarios.  Joby Johnson of the 
Indiana Mine Rescue Team, Freelandville Mine, Triad Coal Company, was awarded 3rd Place 
trophy for the Preshift contest. 
 
The mine rescue competition was held on June 5, 2008.  Seventeen teams from three states 
(Indiana, Illinois, and Kentucky) participated in a mock mine disaster.  The teams were graded 
on the speed and accuracy of procedures implemented.  All teams in the nation are trained under 
identical national mine rescue rules, so that any team member from any state can 
functionally work together with members from other teams and states. 
 
The Indiana teams that participated were Black Beauty Mine Rescue Team, Gibson Mine Rescue 
Team and the Indiana State Mine Rescue Team. The Indiana State Mine Rescue Team is a 
composite team, consisting of members from multiple mines.  Black Beauty finished 4th, Indiana 
State finished 6th, and the Gibson team finished 15th.  The Black Beauty team won the 
Governor's Trophy, which is awarded to the team that finishes first in the State.  All teams were 
winners because of the time, effort and dedication they contribute to be ready to risk their lives 
for their fellow miners.   
 
The Indiana Department of Labor and Bureau of Mines salute the efforts put forth by the mines 
and all the mine rescue teams for the outstanding work they do should an emergency arise.  
These competitions are simply another way to hone their skills. 
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