
89.1963.1 Iron Brigade Commander 
Wayne County 
Marker Text Review Report 
2/16/2015 

 

Marker Text 
 
One-quarter mile south of this marker is the home of General Solomon A. Meredith, Iron 
Brigade Commander at Gettysburg. Born in North Carolina, Meredith was an Indiana political 
leader and post-war Surveyor-General of Montana Territory. 
 
 
Report 
 
The Bureau placed this marker under review because its file lacked both primary and secondary 
documentation. IHB researchers were able to locate primary sources to support the claims 
made by the marker. The following report expands upon the marker points and addresses 
various omissions, including specifics about Meredith’s political service before and after the 
war. 
 
Solomon Meredith was born in Guilford County, North Carolina on May 29, 1810.1 By 1830, his 
family had relocated to Center Township, Wayne County, Indiana.2 Meredith soon turned to 
farming and raising stock; in the 1850s, he purchased property near Cambridge City, which 
became known as Oakland Farm, where he grew crops and raised award-winning cattle.3 
 
Meredith also embarked on a varied political career. He served as a member of the Wayne 
County Whig convention in 1839.4 During this period, Meredith became concerned with state 
internal improvements: in the early 1840s, he supported the development of the Whitewater 
Canal, which terminated in Cambridge City.5 Voters next chose Meredith as their representative 
to the Indiana House of Representatives in 1846 and they reelected him to that position in 1847 
and 1848.6 From 1849-1853, Meredith served as a U.S. Marshal for Indiana.7 He was reelected 
to the Indiana House in 1854.8 Meredith attended the Know Nothing Party's National 
Convention in 1856, which supported the election of former president Millard Fillmore.9 He 
continued his public service as clerk of the Wayne County Court in 1859.10 
 
After the start of the Civil War in April 1861, Meredith received a colonel’s commission and 
command of the 19th Indiana Volunteer Infantry Regiment.11 The 19th Indiana was brigaded 
with the 2nd, 6th, and 7th Wisconsin, and these four regiments received the nickname ‘the Iron 
Brigade’ after withstanding a fierce Confederate attack at the Battle of South Mountain in 
Maryland on September 14, 1862. 12 On October 6, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln confirmed 
Meredith’s promotion to brigadier general and on November 25, 1862, he was given command 
of the Iron Brigade.13 
 
Alan Nolan, historian and author of The Iron Brigade: A Military History, argues that the Battle 
of Gettysburg in Pennsylvania on July 1-3, 1863 was the first full-scale battle in which Brigadier 
General Solomon Meredith led the Iron Brigade since his promotion the previous November.14 

http://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/imh/article/view/9288/12290
http://www.fjc.gov/history/home.nsf/page/admin_03_04.html
http://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/imh/article/view/6237/6191
http://www.whitehouse.gov/1600/presidents/millardfillmore
http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/overview.htm
http://www.in.gov/history/markers/267.htm
http://www.in.gov/history/markers/267.htm
http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/south-mountain.html?tab=facts
http://www.whitehouse.gov/1600/presidents/abrahamlincoln
http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/gettysburg.html?tab=facts
http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/gettysburg.html?tab=facts
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While Meredith did have command of the brigade during the Battle of Fredericksburg in 
Virginia on December 11-15, 1862, Brigadier General Abner Doubleday, Meredith’s superior 
officer, believed that he had been slow to obey orders and had removed Meredith from 
command on December 13.15 According to Nolan, the misunderstanding was rectified a few 
days later and Meredith was then reinstated.16 Meredith had also been in command during the 
Battle of Chancellorsville in Virginia on April 30-May 6, 1863, but the brigade saw little combat 
during that engagement.17 When he finally had an opportunity to lead the Iron Brigade at 
Gettysburg, his command was short-lived: on July 1, 1863, the first day of fighting, shell 
fragments hit Meredith’s head and killed his horse, which landed on him, crushing his leg and 
ribs.18 Meredith was technically “Iron Brigade Commander at Gettysburg,” but his wounds 
removed him from the field early in the fighting. 
 
After the war, Meredith returned to his farm and continued raising cattle.19 He also continued 
his pre-war commitments to public service and political office. In 1866, Meredith was 
appointed Internal Revenue Collector for Indiana’s fifth congressional district.20 He attended 
the National Union Convention in Philadelphia just before the 1866 mid-year elections, which 
were an attempt to bolster support for President Johnson.21 In 1867, the U.S Senate confirmed 
Meredith’s appointment as Surveyor-General of Montana, a post he held through 1869.22 In 
1875, he attended the Republican National Convention, which nominated Lieutenant General 
Ulysses S. Grant for President.23 
 
Solomon Meredith died at home on October 21, 1875 and he was buried on the farm. He was 
reinterred in Riverside Cemetery in Cambridge City in 1908.24 In 1882, Virginia Claypool 
Meredith, his daughter-in-law, took over the farm and successfully grew the business.25 
 
 
For Further Information: 
 

 See the Solomon Meredith Papers at the Indiana Historical Society: M 0203, F 0589-91; 
the collection guide is not available online, but the highlights of the typewritten version 
are copied in this folder. The collection includes three manuscript boxes of papers, 
correspondence, and diaries from Meredith from the 1830s-1870s and also includes 
papers from his sons Samuel, David, and Henry, and his daughter-in-law Virginia 
Claypool Meredith. There are also three microfilm reels which contain copies of the 
same information as in the manuscript boxes.  

 

 Virginia Claypool Meredith was Meredith’s daughter-in-law; she inherited the farm after 
her husband Henry died and made it famous. Please see the Virginia Claypool Meredith 
marker (89.2014.1) and these two blog posts: “Help the ‘Queen of American 
Agriculture” Receive the Recognition She Deserves” and “IHB Marker Dedication: Queen 
of American Agriculture.”  

http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/fredericksburg.html?tab=facts
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/abner-doubleday
http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/chancellorsville.html?tab=facts
http://www.harpweek.com/09Cartoon/BrowseByDateCartoon.asp?Month=September&Date=29
http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/biographies/ulysses-s-grant.html
http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/biographies/ulysses-s-grant.html
http://www.indianahistory.org/our-collections/manuscript-and-visual-collections/alphabetical-index-manuscript-and-visual-collections-1/processed-manuscript-and-visual-collections-2013-m#.VE59q2eNa1s
http://www.markinghoosierhistory.org/search-our-marked-history/?ihb_marker_details_viewer=559
http://www.markinghoosierhistory.org/search-our-marked-history/?ihb_marker_details_viewer=559
http://www.markinghoosierhistory.org/meredithmarker/
http://www.markinghoosierhistory.org/meredithmarker/
http://www.markinghoosierhistory.org/ihb-marker-dedication-queen-of-american-agriculture/
http://www.markinghoosierhistory.org/ihb-marker-dedication-queen-of-american-agriculture/
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 See the Iron Brigade marker. 
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