
AGENDA
STATE SOIL CONSERVATION BOARD MEETING

May 17, 2022
Indiana Corn and Soy

8425 Keystone Crossing #200, Indianapolis, IN 46240
MS Teams

I. 9:30am: Call to Order 
II. Approve Minutes of January 2022

III. Clean Water Indiana
a. Clean Water Indiana Grants- Tara Wesseler-Henry
b. Clean Water Indiana Grant Committee Report- Brad Dawson
c. Clean Water Indiana Funding

1. 2022 CWI Funds- Kenny Cain
2. SICIM Legislative Update- Ray Chattin

IV. State Soil Conservation Board Business
a. IASWCD Resolution- Kenny Cain
b. Deadlines and Election Committee Policy- Kenny Cain

V. Soil and Water Conservation Districts
a. Temporary appointments

i. Jasper Co SWCD- Sandra Hoffarth
ii. Jay Co SWCD (2)- Tara Wesseler-Henry

iii. LaPorte Co SWCD- Sandra Hoffarth
iv. Vermillion Co SWCD- Nathan Stoelting

VI. ICP Reports
a. ISDA
b. IASWCD
c. CCSI
d. Purdue
e. NRCS
f. FSA
g. Other

VII. Public Comment

VIII. 2022 Meeting Dates
July 19
September 20
October 25

IX. SSCB Training
a. IC 14-32-8 Clean Water Indiana- Nathan Stoelting
b. Public Access Law- Geneva Tyler

  X. Adjourn 
***PLEASE NOTE***

This agenda is in DRAFT FORM. Open Door Law does not prohibit the public agency from changing or 
adding to its agenda during the meeting.



MINUTES
STATE SOIL CONSERVATION BOARD MEETING

March 15, 2022 
Indiana Corn and Soy 

8425 Keystone Crossing #200, Indianapolis, IN 46240 
MS Teams

Present
Amy Burris (Member)
Brad Dawson (Member)
Ray Chattin (Member)
Larry Clemens (Member)
Joe Schmees
Lisa Holscher

Stan Moore
Trevor Laureys
Geneva Tyler
Julie Harrold
Sandra Hoffarth 
Nathan Stoelting 
Joe Rorick

Present (virtually)
Leah Harmon
Laura Fribley 
Tara Wesseler-Henry
Walt Sell
Nathan Warenski

I. 9:42am: Meeting was called to order by Ray Chattin 
II.   Approve Minutes of January 2022: motion by Larry, second by Amy, motion passed. 

III.  Clean Water Indiana
a. Clean Water Indiana Grants- Tara Wesseler-Henry- see report
b. Clean Water Indiana Training Dollars- Geneva Tyler shared a spreadsheet of applications that 

have been submitted and reminded the board that today is the final day for applications.  Geneva 
also requested a board decision on reimbursements for annual conference for districts that were 
not able to attend.  Larry asked Joe Schmees on the Association stance on reimbursements.  Ray 
Chattin discussed that this year had unusual circumstances and that this year they should 
reimburse districts even though they did not attend.  Larry agreed with Rays thoughts.  

Larry made a motion to approve training reimbursements for this year only due to Covid and 
safety concerns up to the allotted $30,000.  Ray Chattin 2nd the motion. 

Brad then discussed the motion further by asking to be reminded of the deadline and number of 
districts effected.  Discussion then turned to how often these trainings were confirmed that 
districts did in fact attend.  Joe was asked if the association could confirm attendance.  Brad then 
said that since districts did lose money from operating budgets and could not attend because of 
health and safety concerns he is leaning towards a vote in favor.  He then asked for discussion to 
be closed and for a vote. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

c. Clean Water Indiana Budget- Trevor Laureys Trevor recommended that the board table this 
discussion due to some board members not being able to attend today.  Tara and Trevor had an 
update on the budget to provide the SSCB with the most current money available to fund 
additional grant request.   

Lisa and Joe both then agreed to make presentations and request today even though action won’t 
be taken by board until the May meeting.   



Joe began with a request as a representative from the Pathway to Water Quality. Joe explained 
the current budget situation the Pathway to Water Quality Steering Committee is currently 
dealing with. He explained the committee has put request into 3 categories, high priority, 
medium priority, and low priority. Details were then given to the board.

Stan Moore then led the discussion for CCSI as a monetary request. Lisa Holscher also 
presented on what CCSI is doing for conservation in Indiana. A packet of materials were 
provided to all attendees on CCSI.

Geneva then made a request for funding as well to provide a speaker for a training on grant 
writing later this year.

Brad asked if there was any additional funding available to fund smaller projects at the boards
discretion. Trevor gave a budget breakdown to the board that they were then able to review.

After some discussion Brad made a motion to approve the $300 for a grant writing 
speaker. Amy seconded. Brad provided further discussion that he like the idea of investing in 
the districts to approve grant writing skills. Motion passed. 

IV. State Soil Conservation Board Business
a. IASWCD Resolution- Discussion was then held regarding term limits for the State Soil 

Conservation Board. Stan clarified that the intent of the resolution included term limits for both 
SSCB Members as well as district supervisors. Brad and Ray agreed to sit on a sub committee to 
look into this topic further. Topic generated a lot of discussion and questions. The resolution 
will be looked at further and discussed in more detail a later date.

b. Plan of Work review & Election Committee Policy- Plan of work and election committee policy 
agenda items were tabled until more board members can join discussion.

V. Soil and Water Conservation Districts
a. Temporary appointments

Nathan Stoelting submitted request to the board for approval of temporary appointed 
supervisors. First, was Knox County.

Brad made a motion to approve Jennifer Holscher to replace Andy Like. Motion was seconded 
by Larry. Motion Passed.

Nathan then gave the request for Putnam County.  Brad made a motion to approve Jim 
McGaughey to replace Scott McCormick. Motion was seconded by Larry. Motion Passed.

Finally, Nathan submitted information for Montgomery County. Marc Roberts needed to be 
temporarily appointed following missing the deadline for a normal appointment. Brad made a 
motion to approve that appointment. Seconded by Larry. Motion passed.

Sandra introduced herself and read the details on a temporary appointment in Marshall 
County. Motion was made to approve the appointment by Brad. Seconded by Larry. Motion 
passed.

b. Laura then discussed Workplace and Sexual Harassment Training information to the board. Larry made a 
motion to approve this. Amy seconded. Motion passed.



VI. ICP Reports
a. ISDA

Trevor gave the directors report.

Julie then gave an update of CREP. Science Assessment was requested by the board. Julie 
provided a packet of slides of a presentation she had given earlier this year and asked for 
questions. The topic generated a lot of discussion and further questions.

Leah then provided an update on moving the Annual Financial Report to an online form. We are 
hoping this adjustment will result in a more efficient process of getting this information into the 
system and getting the funds to districts faster.

b. SICIM- Ray Chattin gave an update as director of SICIM
c. IASWCD- Joe Schmees gave an update.  See report.
d. CCSI- Lisa Holscher gave an update.  See report.
e. Purdue- Walt Sell gave an update on Purdue Extension.
f. Joe Roerick then introduced himself as a new staff person with Purdue.
g. Some updates were provided on offices reopening to allow more capacity and returning to work 

in our USDA Service Centers.

VII. Public Comment
No public comment

VIII. 2022 Meeting Dates
The board will look for an available time to meet ahead of the normal schedule.
Standing meeting dates are: 

May 17
July 19
September 20
October 25

IX. SSCB Training
SSCB Training for CWI was tabled.

Geneva provided an update with Public Access for SSCB Members with the public health emergency 
being lifted.
Meeting locations were discussed for future dates

X. Adjourn: Brad made a motion to adjourn at 12:09. Larry seconded. Motion carried.   



        Indiana State Department of Agriculture

        Governor Eric Holcomb

        Lt. Governor Suzanne Crouch, Secretary of Agriculture and Rural Development

       Bruce Kettler, Director

One North Capitol Avenue, Suite 600, Indianapolis, IN 46204

Equipment Needs
Meeting Owl (reserve from shared calendar)

o If meeting is at Corn and Soy or and other AV capable room, Owl is not required. 
o Meeting Owl app (from Apps@Work store) is recommended but not required.

Reliable wifi connection
o A VPN connection is not preferred. It slows performance.

Before the Meeting
Reserve the owl.

o If going offsite, use the Owl in the small file cabinet in Mary’s office. 
Create a Teams meeting. 

o There is no need to invite anyone to the meeting. This sets up recording 
capabilities. 

Meeting Setup
Plan to get to the meeting location approximately 15 minutes before the meeting for 
setup.
Place Owl centrally in front of Board. The Owl’s microphones have a range of 8’.
For larger rooms, 2 Owls can be paired using the Meeting Owl app. (see Leah for 
assistance).
If the room has a screen, position the Owl so that the screen is on both edges of the 
panoramic video. 

During the Meeting
Join Teams meeting and ensure that Meeting Owl Pro is both the selected camera and 
microphone in the device settings menu in Teams.
As the board meeting begins, click start recording.
As the meeting ends, click stop recording. 

After the Meeting (within 48 hours of the meeting)
Download the recording from MS Teams
Save to board meetings folder on Ag shared drive (I:\ISDA Board Meetings)
Notify Regan/Haley that recording is ready to be posted to YouTube and linked to 
website.
If the meeting needs to be trimmed, Haley/Regan will do so in Microsoft Stream and 
download the result.
Regan/Haley will post the video to the ISDA Board Meetings playlist on YouTube and 
link to the ISDA website within 48 hours of receipt. 

Contact Leah with any questions.
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Clean Water Indiana 
2023  

Competitive Grants Guidance 
 

Executive Summary 
The Clean Water Indiana (CWI) Grant Program (IC 14-32-8-5) utilizes the Clean Water Indiana 
Fund to Support Indiana conservation groups (nonprofits or units or subdivisions of 
government), in cooperation with local Soil and Water Conservation Districts, in efforts to 
address the priority concerns of the State Soil Conservation Board (SSCB) business plan. The 
SSCB is accepting competitive proposals for targeted projects up to three years in length. The 
Clean Water Indiana fund is administered by the Indiana State Department of Agriculture 
(ISDA) under the direction of the SSCB (IC 14-32-8-6). 
 
Application Process 
Applications are submitted online through the Indiana Grant Management System (GMS). A 
request for a GMS account is required.  Please contact cleanwaterindiana@isda.in.gov to 
request an account.  

All applications will be scored and ranked for CWI funding consideration. The SSCB CWI grants 
 will be presented to the full SSCB at their October 

meeting. 

Applicants who are not a local Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) must have a SWCD 
as a partner.   

Applicants should request the amount of funds that are needed for the project.  It is not the 
goal of the SSCB CWI Grants Committee to fund partial applications. Partially funded 
applications will be made only in special situations.   

No more than three attachments, with a total maximum of six pages, may be uploaded with the 
application.   

 
Application Deadline: September 8, 2023   
Late applications will not be accepted.   
By submitting the application, the lead applicant certifies that each partner has agreed to the 
terms outlined in the application. The designated signatory of the lead applicant must have 
prior approval from their boards, managers, et.  
Upon submission of the application, if a pdf copy is needed please request a copy here: 
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/2a1a2557c61b4e688b028032c37697a4 
 
 

  



 

 
 
 
Eligible Applicants  

 Any SWCD in the State of Indiana.  
 Applications can be submitted by natural resource related conservation groups in the 

State of Indiana. 
 One application is permitted per project and must be submitted by a lead applicant. 

Applicants may be lead on only one application in the 2023 grant cycle.  
 Lead applicants must be up to date on all CWI reporting and 66% of a prior grant must 

be complete.  
 Projects relating to urban practices that will reduce sediment and nutrient are eligible. 
 Conservation practices and lab analysis of soil and water that are components of 

research projects are eligible. 

Funding Restrictions 
Proposals must fall within the funding context allowed under the Clean Water Indiana Law (IC 
14-32-8).  

 The law prohibits funds to be used for food, food related paper products, office 
equipment or district self-promotional materials (i.e. mugs, t-shirts, pens, etc.)  

 CWI grant dollars shall not be utilized to pay directly for employee benefits, such as 
retirement, health insurance, paid time off, taxes, etc.  If CWI competitive grant dollars 
are being utilized to fund a staff position, once the funds are disbursed to a staff person, 
they may utilize their stipend/wages as they see fit.  This only pertains to CWI 
competitive grant dollars and not to the $10,000 CWI statutory match.   

 Cannot be used to fund research equipment.  
 Cost-sharing is also not allowed on specific practices that an entity is required to install 

to comply with a state or local rule or ordinance. 

 
Funding Staff 
CWI grant dollars shall not be utilized to pay directly for employee benefits, such as retirement, 
health insurance, paid time off, taxes, etc.  If CWI competitive grant dollars are being utilized to 
fund a staff position, once the funds are disbursed to a staff person, they may utilize their 
stipend/wages as they see fit.  This only pertains to CWI competitive grant dollars and not to 
the $10,000 CWI statutory match.  
The grant may ask for no more than 10% of the total grant funds for administrative support.   
 
 
Proposal Logistics 
This grant opportunity is competitive. Proposals can be for any amount that would accomplish 
the project described. A lead district must be selected to serve as the grantee to receive and 



 

administer the grant. However, grant funds can be shared between districts through 
cooperative agreements locally. The grant proposal must document how the grant funds 
will address at least two of the State priority resource concerns referenced in the State Soil 

21. Proposals that outline how CWI 
funds will leverage additional funding from other sources as well as engage other partners are 
strongly encouraged. CWI project proposals that will be in tandem with ongoing projects are 
encouraged

 
 
Project Dates 
All 2023 Clean Water Indiana Grant projects shall take no longer than three full years to 
complete. Projects will start in 2023 after a fully executed contract between the lead applicant 
and the Indiana State Department of Agriculture is signed.  Partners do not sign the contracts. 
All funds must be spent by December 31, 2025.   
 
Partnerships 
Each application must state clearly what each partner and participating district will be 
contributing to the proposed project (i.e. outreach, professional assistance, estimated funds, 
etc.) Partnering districts and organizations must be identified with a point of contact for the 
project, their contact information, and an explanation of any anticipated cash or in kind match 
from the partner. 
 
 
Conservation Practices 

 Conservation practices and structural measures shall follow NRCS Field Office Technical 
Guide where applicable. New technologies not currently in the technical guide may be 
implemented if reviewed and concurred in by a technical representative of the 
Conservation Implementation Teams (CIT) or their designee.  

 Pollinator plantings must be free of species that are noxious, invasive, and/or all 
amaranth. To verify that seed mixes are free of these species, a district MUST request 
the seed lab card from the distributor.  

 For all cost share programs, CWI funds may be used to pay up to a maximum of 75% of 
the total conservation final practice cost.  

 For cover crop cost share programs, the maximum cost share is 75% of the total final 
cost of the practice, with 25% of the cost being the responsibility of the landowner, and 
a maximum dollar cap at $20/ac.  

 Any CWI funded applications that have cost share funds for livestock alternative 
watering systems, MUST fence out the existing watering sources that have a natural 
resource concern.  

 If applying for cost share, please describe the process you will implement to select grant 
recipients. Priority will be given to projects who demonstrate a strategic process for 
managing cost share dollars and prioritizing first-time users.  

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Match Requirements 
A 50 percent cash and/or in-kind match is required. Match contributions can be federal, state, 
and/or local sources including such things as landowner costs, staff time, supervisor time, 
equipment use, purchase, rental, etc. Proposals that request funds for staffing require a 25% 
cash or in-kind match for the staffing component. 

The match is applicable only if directly related to the purpose of 
the proposed project. The grants committee may give preference to cash match rather than in 
kind during the scoring process. Grant proposals must use the match standards outlined below 
to develop their project budget. State employee time may not be used as match.  
 
Match Standards (all figures are per hour of project work)  
ICP Staff/SWCD supervisors (including associates) $25* 
Landowner Time: $25 
Professional Services: $25  
Student/Intern/Volunteer: $10 
 
*ICP match rates were calculated from publicly available data in Gateway and public 
transparency portals. 
Any landowner contribution toward the remaining portion of cost share practices should be 
counted as cash match. 
In general, time spent working on the project should be considered in-kind match; whereas 
money would be considered cash match. 
 
Leveraging Funds 
SWCDs are encouraged to partner with traditional and non-traditional organizations/agencies at 
the local, state, and federal level to leverage additional funds for their project/initiative. Projects 
which add to the percent cost-share/incentive rate offered through another program are 
prohibited.  A project where 

 

CWI Promotion  
Any CWI funded projects will be required to have a CWI logo for equipment, handouts, and 
presentations.   
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Process of Payments 
All funded SWCDs are required to register as a bidder with the State of Indiana. Instructions for 
registration can be obtained from the Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA). Once the 
proposal is approved by the SSCB, ISDA will issue an electronic contract to the grantee. 
Grantees must return their electronically signed contract to ISDA within 30 days of receipt in 
order to receive their funds. Funds must be utilized in a timely manner. Up to 50 percent of 
grant funding may be disbursed at the beginning of the grant, if justified by the applicant in 
their proposal and approved by the SSCB. All other payments will be made as reimbursement 
45 days in arrears upon receipt of an updated report and claim that is submitted on GMS. 

 
10% of the total grant funds will be withheld until the final report is completed.   
 
All funds must be spent at the end of the grant.  Applicants need to make sure all cost share or 
incentive payments are made to the landowner by the December 31st deadline.   
 
Reporting Requirements 
Financial and project status updates will be required for the duration of the grant and a 
cumulative final report will be due at the end of the grant. The grant updating form will be 
provided on GMS. This update must be completed semi-annually (every 6 months) and 
summarize the outcomes and achievements of the project. Tracking of conservation practice 
implementation (following FOTG standards) must be reported through Conservation Link: 
conservation project tracking system (CPT) spreadsheet shall be completed by the 1st Friday of 
the quarter.  
The final report of the grant is a cumulative report; 10% of the total grant funds will be 
withheld in the state account before submitting the final report.  
All in-kind must be reported in full for each grant update.  In-kind cannot be accounted for at a 

-kind match.  
 
Grantees are expected to meet all deadlines.  If reporting deadlines are not met on the due 
dates the lead and the partners will not be eligible for CWI grant funding a year after the grant 
is complete.  If special circumstances prevent a grantee from meeting a deadline they may 
make an in-person request to the SSCB for a waiver.   
 
Reporting Deadlines 
Grant updates due in GMS: January 31st, July 31st 
Conservation Project Tracking in Conservation Link: 1st Friday of January, April, July, and 
October 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Grant Reviews 
ISDA routinely visits with its grantees to ensure projects and grants are proceeding as intended 
and offer guidance and support if needed. Each year, ISDA will strategically select grants to 
review. These reviews can include open grants and grants that have been completed in the last 
three years. Upon completion of a review, ISDA will send a summary of results to all districts 
involved in the project and their board(s). If found during formal review or routine reporting 
checks, failure to make progress on the project or report progress as specified in the grant 
agreement  a 
competitive grant funds in future cycles. Grant Reviews must take place or scheduled within 90 
days of being contacted by ISDA, or lead applicant will be ineligible for future grants for two 
years.  Exceptions may be made (e.g. FMLA). 
 
Modifications 
Modifications should not be taken lightly. These grants were awarded based upon merit. Largely 
changing the program of a grant could be seen as favoring some applicants over others. Other 
applicants may have submitted similar applications to the proposed modification but were not 
funded. No modification requests will be accepted following the last SSCB meeting in the final 
year of the grant term.  Please contact the DSS team before submitting a modification.   
 
 
Questions 
For assistance please contact your District Support Specialist (DSS). 

Sandra Hoffarth  shoffarth@isda.in.gov   (317) 460--0428 
Geneva Tyler  gtyler@isda.in.gov  (317) 518-4036
Laura Fribley  lfribley@isda.in.gov  (812) 595-5641 
Nathan Stoelting nstoelting@isda.in.gov            (812) 320-9873
Tara Wesseler-Henry twesseler@isda.in.gov  (765) 745-0306

  



 

 
Deadlines that SWCDs must meet or have met to be eligible to be lead on an 
application for CWI 2023 

 Election Committee Report: November 1, 2021 
 Recommendation for Supervisor Appointment: November 1, 2021 
 Nominee for Election: December 1, 2021 
 Annual Meeting Held: March 31, 2022 
 Election held at Annual Meeting: March 31, 2022 
 Annual Financial Report and Audit Form/Page 2 of AFR: March 31, 2022 
 Certification of Election of Supervisors: Submitted in timely manner 

 

 Updated SharePoint Directories: Within 30 days of changes 
 The district has a current business plan. 
 District Staff or supervisors participated in the county conservation transects. 
 District has applied for a grant other than CWI in the last 3 years and how many. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









          
         

State Soil Conservation Board
ISDA – DSC Director’s Report
May 17, 2022  

Budget Update:

Current (budget breakdown from March meeting):

This is our last meeting before we enter FY23, and as such I wanted to recap this year’s budget.  
Below is what we approved July 20, 2021.



FY24 – 25 Biennium

Process:

Department submits a “transmittal letter” to LG Office around July 22
o This includes justifications of our current funding levels and any new asks 
o Our “new” asks don’t always get approval or move forward to the next step

The LG’s office would submit documents forward to OMB (Office of Management & 
Budget) 

 The Governor puts together his budget which is ultimately unveiled in January 2023 
before the long session 

 Legislature considers gov budget, debates and finalizes budget by end of the April 2023. 

ISDA Priorities 

 Question begs – will this be considered “new” by the OMB, or would this just be 
considered “making us whole again” 

o Ultimately, goal is to get back to FY2020 funding levels.  
 -15% cut to CWI, equating to ~$444,000 

o Discretionary = we’ve had less money for competitive grants, programs 
o Have been seeking outside dollars for CREP as it is, have successfully raised 

millions over the years 
 -15% cut to our Division of Soil Conservation Budget, equating ~$212,000 

o Discretionary = no more room for cuts as of now, see Org Chart 
 Total right now -$656,000/year when compared to FY20-21 budget 

o That’s about -$1,312,000 over a biennium 

CWI FY2023, To be discussed at our July 19th meeting:

Clean Water Indiana  FY22 FY23 Difference 
General Fund $970,000  $970,000 0
Cigarette Tax $2,519,014 $2,519,014 0
Rollover $466,408  ?? ??
Total: $3,955,422  $3,489,014 ??

Soil Conservation
Cigarette Tax $1,205,700  $1,205,700 0

DSC FY23 

 Continue to hold vacancies, continued reduction in discretionary spending, additional 
funds brought in via RCPP supplemental agreements

 See org chart, we will continue to hold these 4 vacancies



CWI FY23

Rollover balance expected to be significantly less
o Recap on $130,000 see additional doc

Seek traditional dollar amount for CWI Competitive Grants (about $1,000,000)
Will take whatever rollover does not cover out of CREP, if no rollover, it would be the 
entirety of the $444,000 dollars.  

o Typical CREP investment has been $660,000, so this would leave roughly 
$220,000

Infrastructure Dollars (For partner updates)

H.R. 3684 Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act 
$1,000,000 each year for 5 years (starting FY23) to each member state 

o Administered by ISDA, but aim to use these dollars for partnership efforts
First year plan of work focuses on three key areas:

o Indiana Nutrient Research & Education Program
Continuation of our science assessment

o Possible staffing addition to manage these funds
o Expansion of Soil Sampling Program started in WLEB 

Supports IANA goal of 100% farmers regularly soil sampling

Division of Soil Conservation Key Performance Indicator & Program Measures

Typically, practices are entered as completed, but during CWI reporting times (1st Friday January, 
April, July, October) we see much larger numbers of entries.  



Declined CWI Dollars:

Presented above chart at January board meeting, and asked that we look to spend the 
remaining $130,000 from a declined 2022 CWI grant
Due to some unexpected events leading up to our March board meeting, we did not 
hold a vote on these dollars.

o I.e. board absences, vote abstention in accordance with IC 4-2-6-9 (decisions and 
votes)

o I’ve communicated with SSCB, CCSI Steering Committee, and PWQ Committee 
regarding delaying due to constraints on our business office, and the need to 
wait for the next FY for any new contracts.  

I provided a budget breakdown, which can be found in the March meeting attachments.
We had some attendees approach the board with an ask of these dollars:

o CCSI 
Two scenario proposed salary for Program managers (provided)

o PWQ
Tiered high, medium, and low priority repair/upgrades (provided)

o DSS team requested dollars for grants speaker ($300), which was approved











SWCD Deadlines Discussion With SSCB

Topic: SWCDs deadlines outlined in Indiana Code and Clean Water Indiana grant contracts 

Issue: Annually, some SWCDs fail to meet these deadlines.  This leads to: 

 Legal or contractual responsibilities not being met by the SWCDs 
 Additional work for the SWCDs, ISDA, and SSCB getting things in order, addressing late items, 

etc. 
 Appearance of unprofessionalism 

Request:  Is any further action or development of a strategy needed? Is it a low, medium, or high 
priority to the SSCB that SWCDs meet these deadlines? 

Specific Deadlines and History: November 1, 2021 to present:  

Responsibility Summary Status

Election Committee: submit the names of the committee 
members to the SSCB by November 1. (IC 14-32-4-7)

3 missed the deadline 

Appointed Supervisor: not later than November 1, the 
district supervisors shall recommend to the SSCB in writing 
one or more individuals qualified to fill the position.  (IC 14-
32-4-10) 

8 missed the deadline  

Nominees for Election: submit the list of nominees with the 
qualifications for certification to the SSCB by December 1. (IC 
14-32-4-8)

3 missed the deadline  

Certificate of Election: the chairman shall announce the 
individuals who have been elected and report the election 
results to the SSCB.  (IC 14-32-4-9) (Note: a deadline for this 
is not listed in law.  ISDA requests this information within 7 
days of the Annual Meeting.)  

By law, Annual Meetings must be 
complete by March 31.  As of 4/2/22, 
we’ve not received 2  

Annual Financial Report: the Supervisors of the District shall 
provide a copy of each annual financial statement of the 
district to the SSCB not later than March 31. (IC 14-32-4-22) 

2 missed deadline  

CWI Grant Update: due in Grants Management system by 
January 31 and July 31 (as outlined in grant contracts)

4 missed the January 31 deadline  







Jay County
Soil and Water Conservation District

1331 West Highway 67 Portland, Indiana 47371
Telephone: 260-726-4888, extension 3 Fax: 855-496-7862

Jordan Wall has resigned his appointed supervisor position. Jay County SWCD 
Board of Supervisors has recommended that Chris Lutes fulfill his position. 
Respectfully, 
Taylor Suman 
Jay County SWCD Coordinator/ Educator 



































February 12, 2022

Dear, Eric and Fellow Supervisors.

It is with much sadness, but with the best intentions, that I have decided to step 
down as Board Supervisor. At this moment in my life, I cannot give this role the 
commitment it deserves. 

I will be forever grateful for the opportunity to serve the county in this capacity and 
will always support the wonderful things the Vermillion County Soil Water 
Conservation District accomplishes for our county. 

Sincerely, 

Angie Riggen 







State Soil Conservation Board
May 17, 2022

District Support Specialist (DSS) Report: 3/1/22 to 4/25/22
 

Statewide or Regional Trainings for SWCD Supervisors and Staff 
 New Supervisor Training: offered on an ongoing basis.  Please reach out to your ISDA DSS for 

more information.  Training is available to seasoned supervisors as well! 
 May 24, 11:30AM EDT: CWI Networking and Information Virtual Session. Tara Wesseler-Henry 

will lead this session for interested applicants.  In-person sessions can be scheduled by 
contacting your DSS. 

 June 23: Grant Writing, with Amy Shankland 
 July 12, Grants Management  
 Summer District Meetings, 5PM EDT: ISDA and IASWCD are hosting four meetings for SWCD 

Supervisors, Staff, and Partners.  Key topics include: Strategies for Addressing Difficult 
Conversations, Farm Bill update, supper and networking.  Locations:  

o August 23rd - White County 
o August 25th - Decatur County 
o August 29th - Daviess County 
o August 31st - Huntington County 

 Grant and Funding Opportunities for SWCDs: NRCS, NACD, IDEM and IDNR were each featured 
on a Thursday lunch webinar (four total).  The sessions were recorded and are available on 
Conservation Link for viewing.  

 
Clean Water Indiana:  

 8 CWI Grants will undergo review this year with ISDA.  
 DSSs assisted SWCDs with Annual Financial Reports.  90 SWCDs qualified for the $10k; 2 other 

SWCDs got other amounts ($7,553.60 and $3,343.57).  Payments have gone out to SWCDS in 
conjunction with the CWI training dollars, when applicable.  

 CWI grant updates are due by July 31 
 
Supervisor Training Survey: 
194 responses representing 67 SWCDs were received. Thank you to everyone who responded and 
encouraged Supervisors to participate.  ISDA and IASWCD reviewed results and are next looking at 
training priorities. 
 
 

DSS Activities Statewide For This Reporting Period Total
Input, Assistance & Attendance At SWCD Board Meetings 21
Visits With SWCD Supervisors/Staff For Training, Assistance, Guidance, CWI, etc. 57
Assistance With SWCD or Partner Strategic Planning 5
New Staff or New Supervisor Training 10
Attendance and Assistance At SWCD Annual Meetings 10



High Priority Request Budget
Item Cost 

Replace bridge and deck** $23,000.00 
Repair back shelter roof $150.00 
Establish soil health expansion exhibits $6,005.00 
Miscellaneous (additional materials) $885.00 

TOTAL $30,000.00
** Based on 3 individual contractor quotes & recommendations for replacement

Medium Priority Request Budget
Item Cost 

High priority request items $30,000.00 
Septic display plexiglass & construction $300.00 
Permanent/Artificial Soil Health Root Tubes $6,100.00 
Gravel for Soil Health expansion path $600.00 
PWQ T-shirt purchase $2,000.00 
Miscellaneous (additional materials) $1,000.00 

TOTAL $40,000.00 

Low Priority Request Budget
Item Cost 

High & medium priority request items $40,000.00 
ICP partner signs for expansion PWQ sign $2,025.00 
Electric people counters for attendees $700.00 
Red barn stabilization $180.00 
Pervious pavement in Soil Health area 
expansion 

$22,095.00 

TOTAL $65,000.00 
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ISDA – CREP & Water Quality Initiatives, Julie Harrold

Program Updates

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
Attached to this report is the usual report showing the current status of acres and dollars in CREP, 
including total completed acres and total enrolled acres since the beginning of the program, and total 
dollars paid out through the CREP program.
According to the states tracking system, we are currently at approximately 22,972.8 acres of 
enrollment, which is 87% of the enrollment goal.
To date, the state has paid out more than $9.89 million.  For every state dollar that is spent, the 
federal match is approximately $4-$13 for every state dollar, which is currently between $36 million 
and $118 million of federal dollars depending on the practice.

IN State Nutrient Reduction Strategy (SNRS)
The current strategy document can be found at https://www.in.gov/isda/divisions/soil-
conservation/indiana-state-nutrient-reduction-strategy/.  
Comments on the SNRS can be sent to ISDANutrientReduction@isda.in.gov.
Indiana Science Assessment – Final draft of report for Component 1 showing results of water quality 
trends in Indiana is almost completed.  
Indiana Science Assessment – Component 2: Current progress includes 
continued analysis of research and data for the first set of 10 practices, and
decision of what the next set of practices will be included in the Assessment.
The Science Committee continues to meet regularly and have been very
Active, resulting in key decisions and consensus achieved on strategies.
The Core Team is working on a draft proposal concept for an Indiana Nutrient
Research and Education Center, which will be focused on continuing the work 
of the Science Assessment beyond the current work plan, and focusing education efforts on results of 
the Science Assessment.   

Gulf of Mexico Hypoxia Task Force (HTF)
Reminder that the state has $1,000,000 that will be made available each year for the next 5 federal 
fiscal years (2022 through 2026).  The funds will support efforts related to the Indiana State Nutrient 
Reduction Strategy and must be focused in the Mississippi River Basin area.  Funds are administered 
by ISDA but will be used for partnership efforts in the state.  We are planning to focus the 1st year 
funds in three areas: 1) on staff capacity in ISDA, 2) expanding the soil sampling program statewide, 
and 3) on the creation of an Indiana Nutrient Research and Education Center.  Guidance on Work plan 
development has not yet been released by EPA.
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Highlights

Working Groups 
As of 5/11/22 14 Working Groups across the state. 11 are new through Statewide agreement.

o Northwest 
Lake 
Tippecanoe
Montgomery 
Hendricks 

o Northeast 
Kosciusko Urban Healthy Soils 
Allen

o Southwest 
Grow City
PUSH-IT (Promoting Urban Soil Health In Towns)
PHISH (People Helping Improve Soil Health)
Monroe Growing Underground

o Southeast 
Hancock GRASS (Gathering Roots and Strengthening Soil Health)
Lawrence
Rush 
Wayne

Outreach
As of 5/11/22 Over 600 people reached through our team s educational and outreach activities. 

Projects
Demo gardens - Warren County (NW), Bedford Garden Park (SE), Rose Avenue Farm (NE) PWQ 
Urban elements 
NRCS collaboration Technical Documents and training 
Purdue Extension collaboration - ANR and Signature Programs (Beginning Farmer, Urban Farming) 
support and overlap. Beginning Farmer SARE PDP resources 

Education
ICP training series soil health in high tunnels

o 1/14, 2/18, 3/18, 4/1 (virtual)
o 4/18 Greene County farm (SW, in-person, regional)
o 4/20 - Joseph Decuis Farm (NE, in-person, regional)
o 4/22 Porter Farm (NW, in-person, regional)
o 4/26 Bedford Garden Park (SE, in-person, regional)

Black Loam Conference planning & support
o 2/19 - Evansville
o 2/26 Fort Wayne
o 3/12 - Gary
o 3/19 Bloomington 
o 5/14 150 people registered 

ICP conference urban and small farm soil health Get The Dirt June 2nd (6/2)
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NOTE: below activities are from early February through March, 2022, and do not capture activities 
March to May.

ICP & Local Partnership Support, Outreach
SWCDs

o Board meetings
2/8 - IASWCD Board meeting

o Annual meetings 
2/7 Decatur County (virtual)
2/23 - Tippecanoe County (Virtual)
2/28 Lawrence County (virtual)
3/1 - Hendricks County
3/8 - Jasper County

o 2/1- Wells County SWCD- Program meeting
o 2/18 -Allen County SWCD- Urban Farming Steering Committee
o 2/18 -Madison County SWCD- Urban Soil Health 101 strategy meeting

NRCS
o 3/8 - FY22 EQIP Applications in Urban/Small Farm Settings Guidance Meeting

Purdue / Purdue Extension 
o 2/11- Nathan Shoaf-Urban Agriculture Quarterly Meeting
o 2/17 Beginning Farmer SARE PDP Farm tours planning 
o 2/24 - Meeting with Dr. Liz Maynard
o 2/25 - Meeting with Dr. Lori Hoagland about planning soil health conference
o 3/2 - Meeting with Dr. Liz Maynard

Women 4 Land
o 2/23 - Meeting with Heather Bacher to plan future workshops

Other
o 2/22 - meet and greet with the SICIM team 
o 3/11 - Hispanic Outreach meeting with Xerces Society and Victor Hernandez (NRCS)
o 3/17 SARE Advisory Committee Meeting 
o Monthly Purdue Extension Beginning Farmer SARE PDP calls
o Bi-weekly NRCS Tech - contamination
o Weekly NRCS Tech 2022 guidance Mulching & other urban practices 
o Legacy Taste of the Garden / Black Loam Conference 

Biweekly + Numerous additional planning calls and deliverables
Upcoming 

3/31- Unity Gardens outreach visit



Urban Soil Health Program Report 5-11-22
Elli Blaine, Urban Soil Health Program Director

3

Working Groups 

Montgomery County Working Group
2/22 - Site Visit Training

Tippecanoe County Working Group
3/24 - Cover crop field day (upcoming)

Hendricks County Working Group 
3/10 - Meeting to plan high tunnel workshop
Created a working group handout

Hancock County Working Group (GRASS)
3/3 - press release for GRASS group local newspaper- published at the end of March 
3/19 - Upcoming Green Thumb event, keynote speaker with Lais McCartney
4/27 - How to do a site visit hands on- April 27 

Wayne County Working Group
2/23 - Wayne County demo garden next steps meeting 
3/10 - present Urban Soil Health 101 to working groups, slump assessment 

Lawrence County Working Group
2/15 office visit/ discuss working group next steps 

Monroe County Working Group
2/16 - office visit/ discuss working group next steps 
3/1 financials and structure

Other
2/24 - NW Working Groups - Discussion and Strategizing
3/3 SE Working Groups Next steps

Urban Soil Health Program Outreach / Communication 
Marketing / Program Messaging 

2/10- Article written for Noble County Extension Office

Outreach
2/8 - Urban Updates monthly call
3/8 - Urban Updates monthly call
2/19 - Michiana Seed Swap exhibitor booth
PWQ urban elements proposal 2/25, 

In-Progress
Newsletter articles: How to Prepare Your Soil for Gardening, Turning Your Lawn to Garden 
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Presentations upcoming: From Lawn to Garden, Growing Your Garden from the Ground Up, Cover 
Crops for Your Garden 

Demonstration Garden Sites

Allen Co Rose Avenue Farm/ Allen County SWCD- Display Garden Meeting 2/22
Warren Co - demo garden planning 2/18
Lawrence Co Bedford Garden Park 

Trainings / Workshops provided
ICP training series soil health in high tunnels

o 1/14, 2/18, 3/18, 4/1 (virtual)
o 4/18 Greene County farm (SW, in-person, regional)
o 4/20 - Joseph Decuis Farm (NE, in-person, regional)
o 4/22 Porter Farm (NW, in-person, regional)
o 4/26 Bedford Garden Park (SE, in-person, regional)

Indiana Black Loam Conferences
o 2/19 - Evansville
o 2/26 Fort Wayne 
o 3/12 Gary
o 3/19 Bloomington

2/10 Purdue Ext Signature Urban Farming Series Soil Presentation
2/14 Ivy Tech Grant County Soil Presentation
2/26 Black Loam Conference Fort Wayne 
2/25- Indiana Tech Soil Seminar Presentation
2/28 - Urban Annies 
3/10 University of St Francis Soil Presentation

SW Working Groups soil health trainings provided
2/15 - PHISH
2/16 Grow City

In Progress / Upcoming 
3/31- Community of Churches (Seed to Feed Program) Soil Training
4/9- Soil Health Training Steuben County SWCD
5/24 - Growing your Garden from the Ground up/Grass to Garden 
6/2 and 6/3 Annual statewide ICP training center Partnership with Purdue 

Program Administration 

Training / Learning Opportunities
Latino Farmer Conference
Indiana Hort Conference
Purdue Small Farms Conference
Virtual MOSES



 

IASWCD 
225 S. East Street 

Suite 142 
Indianapolis, IN  46202 

 
Phone: 317.692.7325 

 
Web: www.iaswcd.org 

PRESIDENT:
Bobby Hettmansperger

Wabash County

VICE PRESIDENT:
Jeff Baker

Warrick County

TREASURER:
Sarah Delbecq
DeKalb County

SECRETARY:
Marc Roberts

Montgomery County

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:
Joe Schmees

joseph-schmees@iaswcd.org
THE IASWCD MISSION is to enable the conservation of natural resources of Indiana. 

To: State Soil Conservation Board

Date: Tuesday, May 17, 2022

Conservation Cropping Systems Initiative (CCSI) 
Several soil health trainings are already scheduled for this year; refer to the 
CCSI report provided.  
The Oversite Committee and staff continue to discuss future funding for 
CCSI program and positions. 

Urban Soil Health Program 
Staff continue to meet with districts and assist with local working group 
development and capacity. 
Completed a soil health in high tunnel training series with virtual and in-
person events.  
Coordinating with Purdue to hold urban soil health event in Lafayette on 
June 2.  

Pathway to Water Quality 
The Pathway will be in its 29th year this summer during the Indiana State 
Fair. Committee has been coordinating workdays along with meetings and 
prepping the site. Sign up for volunteers will go live June 1. 

Legislative Issues
SEA 85 created a Drainage Taskforce, and one of the members of that group 
has been designated as an SWCD supervisor. The taskforce must complete 
work by the end of 2023. IASWCD will be recommending Jeff Healy, 
Supervisor in Hendricks County. Jeff already represents IN SWCDs on the 
Indiana Land Resources Council. 
IASWCD is coordinating with SICIM and other partners on a possible CWI 
increase request for the next biennium budget to be decided in the 2023 
session. We are trying to work ahead of the state budget cycle.  

Other 
IASWCD held a weekly series for districts through the month of April, and all 
of those recordings are now available online at IASWCD.org.  
ISDA and IASWCD are continuing work together on a new structured 
training program for supervisors. We just met again on 5/16 to continue 
formulating the structure and trainings within the program.  
The NACD TA grant process has been held up some this year by the federal 
budget cycle. Information will be going out to districts soon.  
IASWCD and ISDA DSC are coordinating to hold Summer District Meetings at 
the end of August (8/23 White County, 8/25 Decatur County, 8/29 Daviess 
County, and 8/31 Huntington County). From 5-8:30 PM EDT, we will have 
dinner, a speaker covering conflict resolution, and a 2023 Farm Bill session.
River Friendly Farmer applications are due June 8 and District Showcase 
Award applications are due July 29.  
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CEAP VIDEO AVAILABLE FOR WESTERN LAKE ERIE BASIN 
A new USDA video provides a closer look at the collaborative partnerships driving innovative water 
quality assessment and conservation in the Western Lake Erie Basin. The video, Science-Based 
Solutions: Leveraging Partnerships to Protect the Western Lake Erie Basin, shows how USDA’s 
Conservation Effects Assessment Project (CEAP) watershed studies in the Western Lake Erie Basin 
bring researchers, farmers, government agencies and nonprofit organizations together to develop 
science-based solutions and strategically place them where they can deliver the greatest conservation 
benefits.  

Under CEAP, a network of researchers, from government agencies to universities, work together to 
monitor the impact of conservation practices on the landscape. These studies directly inform USDA’s 
Natural Resources Conservation Service programs, practices and planning and ensure that the agency 
provides technical and financial assistance to landowners to develop and implement impactful 
conservation plans.  

 
AVIAN INFLUENZA UPDATE 

On Feb. 9, a confirmed case of H5N1 highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) was identified in a single 
commercial turkey flock in Dubois County. This was the first report of HPAI in commercial poultry in 
the United States since 2020 and the first in Indiana since 2016.  Since this discovery, five additional 
sites (six total) have been identified in southwest Indiana. Approximately 125,800 turkeys have been 
depopulated. Final activities to close the cases continue including compost disposal, virus elimination, 
environmental sampling for presence of the virus, and a fallow period.  
 
On April 7, a commercial duck flock in northeastern Indiana has tested presumptive-positive for the 
H5N1 avian influenza virus. Since then, two additional sites have been identified.  Approximately 
17,600 ducks have been depopulated.  
 
On April 25, a non-poultry flock in Johnson County has tested presumptive-positive for the H5N1 avian 
influenza virus. This finding is notable as this is the first flock in Johnson County. The hobby flock is 
comprised of approximately 41 chickens, ducks and peafowl. The site is quarantined and will be 
depopulated.   

 
INDIANA SCIENCE ASSESSMENT 

The Indiana Science Assessment has completed a year one progress report, available at 
https://www.in.gov/isda/files/Indiana-Science-Assessment-Year-1-Progress-Report.pdf. The Indiana 
Science Assessment is determining water quality loads and trends within each basin of the state and 
improving the Indiana Conservation Partnership’s method of quantifying nutrient and sediment 
reductions from conservation practices. 

 
RETURN TO WORK UPDATE 

USDA has now transitioned all employees back to the office and ended the Max Telework operation 
status that was implemented in Mach 2020.  Office staffing levels have now returned to 100% possible 
capacity.  FPAC monitors the CDC community transmission rates weekly and sets office staffing 
capacity limits and masking requirements, by office, each week.  Based on the CDC transmission rates 
all Indiana offices are operating at 100% and masking is optional. 
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ICP ACCOMPLISHMENTS
The Indiana Conservation Partnership (ICP) announced its 2021 soil health and water quality 
accomplishments. In 2021, landowners supported by the ICP installed more than 31,500 new 
conservation practices. The Indiana Conservation Partnership report showed that over the last year 
landowners helped prevent nearly one million tons of sediment, over 1.9 million pounds of nitrogen 
and 991,446 pounds of phosphorus from entering Indiana waterways. Cover crops and no-till practices 
implemented with ICP's assistance sequestered an estimated 42,000 tons of soil organic carbon, which 
is the equivalent to the carbon emissions of more than 30,000 cars. 
 
Over the last decade, data shows Hoosier farmers and landowners strive to improve their 
conservation of soil and increase water quality year over year. The table below shows Indiana's living 
cover acres and best management practices installed since 2016.  
 
Year Living Cover Acres Best Management Practices Installed
2016 1,180,000 17,970
2017 1,020,000 19,295
2018 1,080,000 22,338 
2019 950,000 26,436 
2020 1,590,000* 32,229 
2021 Data is currently being collected and will be 

released in summer 2022
31,505 

*As conservation work has changed over time, the conservation survey has been modified to better 
measure current conservation goals. At its inception the transect was designed to measure tillage and 
residue cover. In 2011 the survey efforts were expanded to include collecting data on cover crops. In 
2014, a second fall survey was started as a specific effort to measure cover crops. In 2020, the timing 
and collection categories were adjusted to further fit the effort to measure cover crops. Click here to 
learn more. 

 



Clean Water Indiana 
Indiana Code 14-32-8 

IC 14-32-8-4Program established 
Sec. 4. The clean water Indiana program is established. The division of soil conservation established within the 

department of agriculture by IC 15-11-4-1 shall administer the program subject to the direction of the board. 
 

IC 14-32-8-5 Purpose of program
Sec. 5. The purpose of the program is to provide financial assistance to: 

(1) soil and water conservation districts; 
(2) land occupiers; and
(3) conservation groups; 

to implement conservation practices to reduce nonpoint sources of water pollution through education, technical 
assistance, training, and cost sharing programs.

 
IC 14-32-8-6 Clean water Indiana fund 

Sec. 6. (a) The clean water Indiana fund is established to carry out the purposes of this chapter. The fund shall be 
administered by the division of soil conservation subject to the direction of the board.

(b) The fund consists of: 
(1) amounts deposited in the fund under IC 6-7-1-29.3; 
(2) amounts appropriated by the general assembly; and 
(3) donations, grants, and money received from any other source. 

(c) The expenses of administering the fund shall be paid from money in the fund. 
(d) Money in the fund at the end of a state fiscal year does not revert to the state general fund or any other fund 

but remains in the fund to be used for the purposes of the fund. 
 

IC 14-32-8-7 Expenditures from fund 
Sec. 7. Money in the fund may be spent in the following ways: 

(1) To increase district technical assistance in local conservation efforts.
(2) To develop an environmental stewardship program to assist land occupiers in complying with 
environmental regulations voluntarily. 
(3) To qualify for federal matching funds. 
(4) To provide for the following cost sharing programs: 

(A) A program to encourage land occupiers to implement conservation practices to reduce nutrient, 
pesticide, and sediment runoff. 
(B) Programs that encourage land occupiers to implement nutrient management programs by sharing the cost 
of any of the following: 

(i) Fencing for intensive grazing systems. 
(ii) Purchasing nutrient management equipment. 
(iii) Voluntary environmental audits. 
(iv) Other similar expenditures related to nutrient management. 

(5) To provide matching grants to districts for the following: 
(A) Professional watershed coordinators to facilitate and administer local watershed protection projects. 
(B) District managers to administer district conservation policies and programs.

(6) To increase state technical and capacity building assistance to districts and local conservation efforts by 
providing for the following: 

(A) Capacity building specialists to train district personnel in grant writing, grant administration, and 
leadership development. 
(B) Conservation education specialists to help implement district conservation education efforts. 
(C) Urban storm water specialists to provide technical assistance to developers to contain soil erosion on 
construction sites. 

(7) To make distributions as provided under section 8 of this chapter. 
(8) Implementation of geographic information systems (GIS) or similar technology. 

 



IC 14-32-8-8 Matching funds from division of soil conservation 
Sec. 8. (a) In addition to funds provided to a district under section 7 of this chapter or from any other source, the 

division of soil conservation shall pay to the district one dollar ($1) for every one dollar ($1) the district receives:
(1) from a political subdivision; or 
(2) if a district receives no funding from a political subdivision, from any other funding source. The board shall 

consider funds received from a source referred to in subdivision (2) as qualifying for matching payments under this 
subsection. 

(b) Except as provided in section 8.2 of this chapter, the state is not obligated to match more than ten thousand 
dollars ($10,000) under this section.

(c) In order to receive funding under this section each year, a district must certify to the division of soil 
conservation the amount of money the district received from all sources described in subsection (a)(1) or (a)(2) 
during the one (1) year period beginning January 1 of the previous year. The information prepared under this 
subsection must be part of the annual financial statement prepared and provided to the board under IC 14-32-4-22. 
The division of soil conservation shall make distributions under this section not later than July 15 of each year. 

(d) Before making distributions under this section, the division of soil conservation shall determine the total 
amount of money that has been certified by all districts as having been provided by sources described in subsection 
(a)(1) or (a)(2). If the cumulative amount to be distributed to all districts exceeds the amount appropriated to the 
fund, the division of soil conservation shall reduce the distribution to each district proportionately.

(e) A district must spend money received under this section for the purposes of the district. 
 

IC 14-32-8-8.2 Limit on matching funds from division if district territory is larger than one county 
Sec. 8.2. (a) This section applies to a district if, as the result of: 

(1) the merger of two (2) or more districts; or 
(2) the changing of the boundaries of one (1) or more districts under IC 14-32-6.5; 

the territory of the district is larger than the entire area of one (1) county. 
(b) The limit in section 8(b) of this chapter on the funds from political subdivisions that the state may be 

obligated to match shall be adjusted under this section in the case of a district described in subsection (a). 
(c) If the territory of a district includes the entire area of two (2) or more counties, the limit on the funds from 

political subdivisions that the state may be obligated to match is ten thousand dollars ($10,000) multiplied by a 
whole number equal to the number of counties whose entire area is included in the territory of the district. 

(d) If the territory of a district includes some of but less than the entire area of a particular county, the limit on the 
funds from political subdivisions that the state may be obligated to match is the sum of: 

(1) ten thousand dollars ($10,000) multiplied by a percentage equal to the percentage of the particular county's 
entire area that is included in the territory of the district; plus 
(2) either: 

(A) ten thousand dollars ($10,000), if the territory of the district also includes all the area of one (1) other 
county; or 
(B) the figure calculated under subsection (c), if the territory of the district also includes all the area of two 
(2) or more counties. 

 
IC 14-32-8-8.3Limit on matching funds from division if district territory is smaller than one county

Sec. 8.3. (a) This section applies to a district if, as the result of: 
(1) the merger of two (2) or more districts; or 
(2) the changing of the boundaries of one (1) or more districts under IC 14-32-6.5; 

the territory of the district is smaller than the entire area of one (1) county. 
(b) The limit in section 8(b) of this chapter on the funds from political subdivisions that the state may be 

obligated to match shall be adjusted under this section in the case of a district described in subsection (a). 
(c) If the territory of a district contains less than the entire area of one (1) county, the limit on the funds from 

political subdivisions that the state may be obligated to match is the product of: 
(1) ten thousand dollars ($10,000); multiplied by 
(2) a percentage equal to the percentage of the county's entire area that is included in the territory of the 
district. 
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Indiana Code Summary: 5-14-1.5 

Public Access Law (Open Door Law)

Following is a summary of Indiana Code 5-14-1.5, and is not all-inclusive.  To view the full code, please visit: 
-Handbook-2017.pdf  

 Generally, all meetings of the governing bodies of public agencies must be open at all times so 
members of the public may observe and record them. 

 Executive sessions: the ODL permits governing bodies to meet privately only under certain 
circumstances. The allowable reason for the executive session must be posted with the notice for 
the session.  However, any final action (i.e. a vote) must be taken at a meeting open to the public.  

Notification to Public 

 Public notice of the date, time, and place of any meetings, executive sessions, or of any rescheduled 
or reconvened meeting, shall be given at least 48 hours (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal 
holidays) before the meeting.   

 A public agency must  
· post a notice of meetings at the principal office of the agency, and if no such office exists, at the 

place where the meeting is to be held. 
· provide electronic access to meeting notices on the Internet. 

 A governing body of a public agency is not required to use an agenda, but if it chooses to utilize one, 
the governing body must post a copy of the agenda at the entrance to the location of the meeting 
prior to the meeting.  

 The ODL does not require a public agency to formally adjourn its meetings. This does not relieve the 
public agency its requirement to post notice of its meetings 48 hours in advance as prescribed by I.C. 
§ 5-14-1.5-5(a). 

Memoranda

 Memoranda are to be available within a reasonable period of time after the meeting.  The minutes, 
if any, are to be open for public inspection and copying.  

 Memoranda should include: 
· date, time, and place of the meeting;  
· the members of the governing body recorded as either present or absent;  
· the general substance of all matters proposed, discussed, or decided;  
· and a record of all votes taken, by individual members, if there is a roll call.  

 At least 
postponed.  
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 Should the remote board member not have access to technology allowing them to be seen, they can 
 to be 

 

All votes must be taken by roll call. 
 

military service, 
gency threatening life or limb. 

 

 
  

:  

 

 
  
 All votes are to be taken by roll call.  
 Based on local and state health orders and caps on gathering size, whether to allow a physical 

. 

 

 

The Public Access Handbook addresses many of the key issues of interest to SWCDs.  To learn more, 
visit: https://www.in.gov/pac/. The newly adopted virtual meeting guidance may be found at 
https://www.in.gov/pac/files/1437-guidance-final.pdf. 


