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Public Assistance Available through FEMA for Qualifying Utilities 
Infrastructure repair now available for 26 Indiana counties  

INDIANAPOLIS – Due to severe storms and flooding, a number of utilities in 
Indiana counties may qualify for the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s 
(FEMA) Public Assistance (PA) Program.  

    Under the Public Assistance (PA) Program, FEMA provides supplemental aid to 
states, communities and certain private non profit organizations (PNPs) to help them 
recover from disasters as quickly as possible. 

    The program provides assistance for debris removal, emergency protective 
measures and permanent restoration of infrastructure. The Federal share of these 
expenses typically cannot be less than 75 percent of eligible costs. 

    Qualifying PNPs are those that provide education, medical, custodial care, 
emergency, utility, certain irrigation facilities and other essential or critical 
governmental services. 

    Critical services are defined as those providing power, water, sewer, wastewater 
treatment, communications, education and emergency medical, fire protection and 
emergency services. PNPs that provide critical services apply to FEMA through the 
State for permanent repair and restoration assistance. 

    Permanent work is that which is required to restore a damaged facility, through 
repair or restoration, to its pre-disaster design, function, and capacity in accordance 
with applicable codes or standards. 

    While FEMA may provide assistance for restoration of damaged utilities, FEMA 
does not provide assistance for increased operating expenses resulting from a 
disaster or for revenue lost if a utility is shut down. However, the cost of establishing 
temporary emergency services in the event of a utility shut-down may be eligible 
(e.g., providing a temporary sewage facility). Please see applicant briefing schedule 
below. Source: Federal Emergency Management Agency’s “Public Assistance Guide”

    For more information about the Public Assistance Grant Program, please visit 
FEMA’s Web site: http://www.fema.gov/government/grant/pa/index.shtm.

-more-



Other sites providing useful information include: 

Family & Social Services Administration: http://www.in.gov/fssa/

State of Indiana Disaster Assistance Locations: http://www.in.gov/gov/ 
3775.htm

###

The Commission is a fact-finding body that hears evidence in cases filed before it and 
makes decisions based on the evidence presented in those cases. An advocate of 
neither the public nor the utilities, the IURC is required by state statute to make 
decisions that balance the interests of all parties to ensure the utilities provide 
adequate and reliable service at reasonable prices. 
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