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January 24, 2007

HOUSE BILL No. 1129
_____

DIGEST OF HB 1129 (Updated January 23, 2007 3:02 pm - DI 87)

Citations Affected:  IC 5-14.

Synopsis:  Prohibition of serial meetings. Provides that members of a
governing body who participate in a series of gatherings either in
person or by electronic means (excluding electronic mail) violate the
open door law if: (1) at least two but less than a quorum of members
attend each gathering; (2) the total sum of different members attending
all gatherings equals at least a quorum of the governing body; (3) all
the gatherings concern the same subject matter and are held within a
period of not more than seven consecutive days; and (4) the gatherings
are held for the purpose of taking official action on public business.
Provides that a series of gatherings does not constitute a serial meeting
in violation of the open door law if: (1) each gathering is attended by
the presiding officer of the governing body and not more than one other
member of the governing body; and (2) the purpose of the gathering is
only to receive information and not for the purpose of taking any other
official action on public business. Provides that the following do not
constitute a meeting for purposes of the open door law: (1) A meeting
between one member of the governing body and at least one other
individual who is not a member of the governing body concerning
public business; (2) a gathering to receive information about industrial
or commercial prospects that does not include a discussion of the terms
of a request or an offer of public financial resources; (3) a gathering for
the sole purpose of administering an oath of office to an individual; or
(4) any on-site inspection of facilities of applicants for incentives or
assistance from the governing body. Provides that interviews and
negotiations with industrial or commercial prospects by the governing
body of a political subdivision may be held in executive session.

Effective:  July 1, 2007.

Stilwell, Bauer, Grubb, Buck,
Pelath

January 8, 2007, read first time and referred to Committee on Government and Regulatory
Reform.

January 17, 2007, amended, reported — Do Pass.
January 23, 2007, read second time, amended, ordered engrossed.
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