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Consideration of the dedication of the Sweedy Hollow Nature Preserve, Monroe County     
 

The proposed Nature Preserve is a 150.11-acre property located ten miles northeast of 
Bloomington in Monroe County.  The Nature Preserve generally lies between Landram 
Ridge to the east and Tincher Ridge to the south.      
 
The Nature Preserve consists of the following natural community types, of which each is 
a high-quality example: mesic upland forest, dry-mesic upland forest, dry upland forest, 
mesic floodplain forest, and sandstone cliffs.  Sandstone cliffs are very restricted in the 
Highland Rim Natural Region, Brown County Hills Section.  This Nature Preserve 
contains the region’s best known example of said natural phenomenon.   
 
The State-endangered, green adder’s mouth orchid (Malaxis unifolia) occurs in this 
Nature Preserve above an exposed cliff on a mossy slope in a chestnut oak (Quercus 
prinus) forest.  This orchid is very rare with occurrences in only four Indiana counties. 
 
Additional uncommon plant species known in Sweedy Hollow include: guyandotte 
beauty (Synandra hispidula), whorled Pogonia (Isotria verticillata).  A number of State 
special-status birds summer and presumably nest in Sweedy Hollow as well.  The worm-
eating warbler (Helmitheros vermivorous), cerulean warbler (Dendroica cerulea), and the 
black and white warbler (Mniotilta varia) have all been spotted in the area proposed for 
dedication. 
 
The tract is owned and managed by the Department of Natural Resources and under the 
administration of the Division of Forestry.   
 
The Division of Nature Preserves recommends dedication of this site as a State Nature 
Preserve.  
 
Attached is Nature Preserves exhibits A.  
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